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 Tuesday 3 November 2026 Mardi 3 novembre 2026 

Report continued from volume A. 
1800 

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ 
PUBLIC BUSINESS 

CAREGIVERS 
MPP Wayne Gates: I move that, in the opinion of this 

House, the government of Ontario should implement an 
Ontario caregiver support benefit (OCSB) to provide 
direct financial supports to unpaid caregivers who play a 
vital role in our health care system and enhance the quality 
of life of the people they care for. 

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Ric Bresee): Pursuant to 
standing order 100, the member has 12 minutes for their 
presentation. 

MPP Wayne Gates: Today, in the province of Ontario, 
we know that over 4.2 million Ontarians have self-
reported as providing unpaid care for their family and 
friends. Speaker, when I first brought this motion forward 
in 2024, that number was much smaller. That’s because 
we have an aging population—more seniors today than 
we’ve ever had before. It’s also because, since I brought 
this motion forward, guess what has happened? New-
foundland and PEI have joined Nova Scotia in providing 
a caregiver benefit. They understand these supports save 
money in other parts of the health care system. 

In Niagara, we have one of the oldest communities in 
Ontario, more seniors than other places. 

The reality is that caregiving work touches our lives in 
so many ways. I can think of my own wife, Rita. She spent 
her career in public education, became a principal, and 
then when her dad got sick, Rita chose to retire a year early 
so that she could be there for her dad, take care of him—
that’s what caregivers do—all the way up to the time he 
passed. She did the same thing for her mom, and she’s 
currently a caregiver for her aunt. 

The work that caregivers do can be anything, from ad-
ministration support, like booking medical appointments, 
filling out forms, speaking to health care professionals, to 
medical assistance, like helping their mom or their dad 
with their medication, to emotional support, like being 
there for that loved one, making them feel like they are 
respected, and dignity and love from the people in their 
lives. 

And that’s what this motion is about. It’s about treating 
our unpaid caregivers with respect and dignity. There’s 
often a real financial cost that comes with caregiving. 

Many caregivers have to dip into their savings or take a 
loan, in some cases quit their job, drop out of school to 
care for their moms, their aunts, their dads, their grandpar-
ents and in some cases even their kids. 

Caregivers spend an average of 10 to 20 hours per week 
on care. That’s a part-time job. It should be compensated 
like one. That’s what this motion is about: ensuring that 
we’re there for our caregivers, with direct financial support. 

We know, from the research done by several organiza-
tions, about the issues caregivers are facing today in the 
province of Ontario. Nearly 300,000 caregivers have 
reported financial hardship because of their caregiving 
responsibility; 77% have dipped into their savings; 30,000 
caregivers have left their employment because of care-
giving needs—think about that. 

We know our moms, our dads, our grandparents want 
to age in place at home and live with their families, in their 
communities, with dignity. Think of how a caregiver bene-
fit could make that a reality for so many of our loved ones 
right across the province. 

I want to be clear: This isn’t coming from myself here. 
We have an excellent organization called the Ontario 
Caregiver Coalition, which has done so much to improve 
research. Research points to the average out-of-pocket of 
caregivers: $758 per month. That’s nearly $9,000 a year. 
That includes paying for hospital parking, by the way. 
That still isn’t free in Ontario—when you have one of the 
richest provinces in Canada. 

This isn’t the only organization. We receive letters of 
support and statements from health organizations right 
across the province, Speaker, from Young Caregivers 
Association, the Canadian Cancer Society, the Alzheimer 
Society, Community Living Ontario, MS Canada, Ontario 
Parents Advocating for Children with Cancer, Heart 
Niagara, the Canadian Centre for Caregiving Excel-
lence—all here in support of this benefit. They call for this 
benefit because they believe it should be a non-partisan 
issue, and that’s right. 

Statement after statement is calling on all elected 
officials—the Liberals, the independents, the NDP, the 
Greens and the Conservatives—“to stand with Ontario’s 
unpaid family care partners.” 

They point out to the research saying caring and 
caregiving is going to give patients—it keeps people out 
of the hospital hallways and off the wait-lists in long-term 
care. 

In fact, these organizations all put together a letter, 
signed and addressed to the Premier of Ontario, asking 
him to support this motion. 
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We also know about the issues facing our long-term 
care and our home care right now. We have a massive 
wait-list for seniors waiting to get into long-term care. 
Over 50,000 people—seniors—are waiting on lists for 
long-term care. We know that many of those seniors end 
up in long-term care when they don’t want to go, when 
they’d rather be aging at home. A direct benefit for 
caregivers would greatly reduce the burden on long-term 
care and the retirement home system and make it easier for 
workers to be at home. 

We also know that women are most impacted with the 
caregiving. We know women are 50% more likely to 
report caregiving than men. We know it impacts their 
work more than men. This motion to create a paid benefit 
for the caregivers is a real way for us to promote equality 
in the workplace and at home. 

I’m now going to read a statement from a mother in 
Niagara who reached out to me after our last debate for the 
caregiver motion. She is now the board chair of Ontario 
Parents Advocating for Children with Cancer. Her name is 
Emily Hammond. “In 2011, my son, Griffin, was 22 
months old and was diagnosed with a rare and aggressive 
cancer. My world changed in ways I could never imagine. 

“I became his primary caregiver through 48 weeks of 
chemo; 25 radiation treatments to this tiny, innocent face; 
countless scans; MRIs; hospital visits. I was his mom, but 
I was also his nurse, medication manager, appointment 
coordinator and advocate. I also had to step away from my 
full-time job. 

“The financial and emotional stress was crippling. We 
needed support from everyone around us: our loved ones, 
our parents, but most importantly, our government. But at 
that time, there was little caregiving leave and financial 
support. 

“It took us”—think about this—“over 10 years to pay 
off our debt we accumulated from Griffin’s sickness. Fam-
ilies shouldn’t have to spend the next decade recovering 
financially for trying to get health care for their children—
not in Canada and certainly not in one of the richest 
provinces in Canada. 

“Today, Griffin is cancer-free. I want people to know 
that he’s growing into an incredible young man. I’m proud 
to be his mom and grateful for the people and or-
ganizations that did what they could to help. 

“But now, it’s the government’s turn to acknowledge 
the need to help caregivers. It’s why I support this motion, 
and I hope all parties step up and do their part.” 

We can all send a message to Emily: It’s possible to 
work together and create a caregiver benefit. A program 
similar to the one in Nova Scotia and PEI could replace—
listen to this; it’s incredible—up to 7.8% of Ontario’s 
long-term-care beds at a time when we have 50,000 on a 
wait-list to get a long-term-care bed. Each dollar 
represents a benefit that caregivers can replace by up to 
$2.69 spent subsidizing long-term care. This benefit would 
immediately save close to $500,000. 

What is this? I say to my colleagues on the other side 
that this is a win-win-win, easy. It’s the right thing to do 
for our moms, our dads, our grandparents, our aunts, our 

uncles and our kids, giving them the chance to age in a 
place like home. It’s the right thing to do for Ontarians 
living with a disability who too often fall through the 
cracks of our social service programs. It’s the right thing 
to do to advance the cause of gender equality in the prov-
ince of Ontario. It’s the right thing to do for our health care 
system, our long-term-care system, our retirement homes 
and our social service sector, which are really struggling 
right now. It’s the right thing to do for caregivers who are 
there for us when we need them. 
1810 

My suggestion is that we pass this motion so that we’re 
there for our caregivers today, tomorrow and in the future. 
Because you know what? Anybody can end up being a 
caregiver at any point in time in their life. It can happen 
like that. 

I’m going to finish by telling a story about my daughter. 
In her early forties, about nine months ago, she had a heart 
attack. It’s called a SCAD heart attack that only happens 
with women between 40 and 50 years old. It’s a blocking 
of the blood vessel and, just like that, it changed her life. 
She was a school teacher, but she needed a caregiver to 
help her get better. That was her family. She’s got three 
beautiful daughters. They were the caregivers. She had 
family members that would help her. That can happen to 
anybody. 

So, I’m saying to my colleagues on the other side: 
Support the motion. Send it to committee. Listen to the 
stories that are out there. We can all do better in the richest 
province in the country. Thank you very much. 

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Ric Bresee): Further 
debate? 

Mr. Ted Hsu: I want to thank my honourable colleague 
from Niagara Falls for bringing forward this motion and 
giving recognition to those who give up their lives to take 
care of their loved ones. And I want to say that I’ll be 
supporting this motion. 

I want to structure my remarks in the following way. I 
want to salute one of my constituents, Guy Paquette, 
who’s an unpaid caregiver for his parents in Kingston. He 
wrote a petition, “Support for 24/7 Family Caregivers,” 
that has been circulating and continues to come in. I just 
presented another batch of petitions earlier this week. It’s 
a petition asking for support for 24/7 caregivers, including 
some kind of financial support for them. And these 
petitions just keep coming in. 

But I want to tell the story of Guy Paquette, because 
he’s a perfect example of somebody who would make very 
good use of a caregiver support benefit. He’s somebody 
who’s very deserving and somebody who I think just has 
a wonderful story to tell. 

The story starts six years ago. Guy Paquette owned a 
store in Kingston called Bagot Leather. Bagot Leather was 
a great business in downtown Kingston. A few years 
before, it was in the mall out west. I remember when I first 
went there—it was over 25 years ago—I bought some 
high-quality luggage for the first time in my life that was 
guaranteed for life. This luggage was guaranteed for life. 
Guy Paquette and the Bagot Leather store have repaired 
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that luggage several times, and I still own that luggage. In 
fact, when I come to Queen’s Park from Kingston, I use 
one of those pieces of luggage. 

He had a great business, but then COVID came and 
businesses had to make a decision. Guy decided he would 
keep his employees on just in case. He wanted to treat 
them well, so he didn’t just lay them off. He thought, 
“Okay. Well, I’ll just pay my employees for a few months 
while we ride out COVID.” He thought it would be short, 
but he had in his mind that he should take care of his 
employees. Unfortunately, the shutdown lasted longer 
than his business could and Bagot Leather went out of 
business because of that. 

I think a lot of businesses tried to do right by their 
employees and guessed wrong, and selling luggage was 
not a great business when travel was cut down by so much. 
But Guy was optimistic and, being a business person, he 
thought, “Okay, I went out of business, but no problem. 
I’ll just start another business”—very optimistic, entrepre-
neurial guy. But then his elderly parents’ health deterior-
ated and he had to take care of them, so the new business 
never started. Savings were depleted, but he still had to 
take care of his parents, and he couldn’t—you know, he’s 
a business guy, so he couldn’t start another business to 
replace his income. 

Guy is taking care of his parents 24/7, and he’s doing a 
job that the public system does not have to spend money 
on because he’s taking care of his parents. A little support 
for somebody like Guy would go a long way, because he’s 
capable of—and he does and spends so much of his time 
providing care which would otherwise come at public 
expense. 

I have encountered so many people in my riding who 
give up their own lives to care for family members, and 
they need a little help for extra respite. They need a little 
extra help to prevent burnout. They need a little extra help 
to reduce financial anxieties—a little help which would 
save the public purse a lot of money when it comes to care. 

I’m glad that my colleague talked about some dollars 
because, if you think about it, allowing caregivers to stay 
as caregivers, just helping them out enough so they can 
stay as caregivers, it’s a tremendous return on investment 
and a savings, because the public system is not paying for 
the care that they’re providing. For this reason, I support 
this motion. 

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Ric Bresee): Further 
debate? 

Ms. Marit Stiles: It is really a pleasure to be here this 
evening. I want to thank my colleague the MPP for 
Niagara Falls for continuing this absolutely critical fight 
for caregiver benefits in Ontario. This is a fight that’s been 
going on for some years now. And I also want to thank all 
of the people who are here with us today who have been 
leading this fight from the community side. It has been 
extraordinary. 

And I would say, Speaker, there’s not a person in this 
room, I would imagine, who hasn’t experienced both the 
privilege and also the burden of being a caregiver at some 
point in your life. Now, I don’t know that for sure, but I 

can also say with some more certainty that, if you haven’t, 
you will. Whether it’s a sick child or a vulnerable person 
in your family or an aging parent, I think everyone in this 
room will have this experience at some point. 

Today, I want to say this benefit and this motion are 
more relevant than ever before, because life is very 
unaffordable right now; life is difficult. The number of 
people who this would benefit is greater than ever before 
as well, and the reality is that people want to recover, they 
want to stay and they also want to convalesce at home. 

But what I really wanted to say this evening and the 
reason I’m here today is that a lot of people out there tell 
me that government and politics can’t make a difference. 
They’ve lost hope that we can actually change things here 
in these halls, in these chambers. And I always say, “You 
know what? We can change things.” That’s what we do 
here. We change laws. We make laws. This is an oppor-
tunity for the government—I think every member of the 
opposition, independents etc., we are in support of this 
legislation. I think I can say that quite confidently. What 
we need is the government to come on board. 

This is a real opportunity to send a message to all those 
people out there that it does make a difference, that it’s 
possible to hope, to believe, to organize, to make life 
better, to work together to make people’s lives better. So I 
really would encourage the government members oppos-
ite: Let’s do this. Let’s make this a reality, and let’s help 
people like the folks above, who have been fighting so 
hard for this legislation. 
1820 

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Ric Bresee): Further 
debate? 

Mr. Dave Smith: I’ll say, I have some conflicting 
opinions on this. We have the opposition who have come 
forward with something that I’m sure is well-meaning. 
One of the challenges I have is I was always under the 
impression that family is there to help family. Many of you 
know that my daughter had stage 4 cancer. I was part of 
the caregiving group for her. My other daughter had to go 
to her grandparents for about a month and a half while my 
oldest was in SickKids—13 weeks she spent at SickKids. 
It was a very difficult time. I truly understand the 
emotional effect of it because I lived through it. 

It never dawned on me that I should go to the govern-
ment and say, “You need to give me some money.” I 
always thought that family was there to support family. I 
always thought that was part of my job as my daughter’s 
father, to do those things and to support her. 

When this legislation came forward, I got looking into 
some of the things that we’re doing here in Ontario, and I 
didn’t realize we actually do have a caregiver credit—the 
Ontario caregiver credit—that people can apply for to 
receive funding for when they’re helping their loved ones. 
I didn’t realize that we’ve spent an additional $1.1 billion 
in community care to help people get help at home when 
they have a loved one who’s sick and they’re providing 
supports for them. These are things that we already have. 

Then, when I look at what this legislation is, it isn’t well 
defined. What defines someone as a caregiver? Now, in 
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my case, my wife and I had just separated. Should both of 
us have been considered caregivers? If we were still 
together, should both of us have been considered care-
givers? How do you define that? Where is that point? 
That’s one of the challenges I have with this motion, that 
it really doesn’t define what caregiving is. It doesn’t set 
any of those boundaries. How do we define that? How do 
we say who should get it and who shouldn’t? 

And I come back to—perhaps it is my own thoughts on 
it. Perhaps I’m alone in this. But I do believe one of the 
responsibilities of family is to look after family. And my 
job, first and foremost, as the father of a cancer child, was 
to look after her and to look after her needs. And I was off 
work. I was off work for more than six months. My wife— 

Interjection: You’re salaried. 
Mr. Dave Smith: I was not salaried. I worked an hourly 

wage, just slightly above minimum wage, and I had to 
drive from Peterborough to Toronto every week for 40 
weeks for her to have chemotherapy. I understand the 
stresses. I understand the challenges that are put on people 
because I lived it. 

But I come back to, that’s my job as her father, to find 
a way to get her here, to find a way to get the treatment 
that she needed. That’s what families do, and I struggle 
with the idea that someone else is responsible. My respon-
sibility, first and foremost, was to my family, and my 
family stepped up because their responsibility was to the 
rest of their family. 

I do applaud the member for bringing this forward and 
raising the idea that we should look into it. I don’t believe 
that this motion, though, is the appropriate motion. I think 
it’s good to start the conversation, but this is not the right 
motion for us to move forward with. This is not it. We have 
supports right now. Perhaps we can take a look at some of 
those supports, but to suggest that this is the path that we 
should go—I don’t believe that’s the responsible way. 

I do believe that as a family member, we need to be 
looking after our family first and foremost. I do believe it 
starts there. I do believe that we have supports within the 
community. I know the supports that I received. I know 
the supports that my family received for it. I know the 
struggles that we went through for it. I understand all of 
that. 

And I know the opposition is going to say I’m heartless. 
I’m not. I lived it. I understand. It is a challenge. It’s a 
severe challenge for everyone. How do we go about doing 
it in a way that makes the most sense? And I do believe, 
first and foremost, that family is there to support family. 

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Ric Bresee): Further 
debate? 

Ms. Jennifer K. French: I am very pleased to be join-
ing, in this conversation today, the Ontario NDP and my 
MPP colleague from Niagara Falls. We’re calling on the 
PC government to support a caregiver benefit in Ontario 
and support a motion that is proposing direct financial 
support for caregivers. 

Speaker, this is a motion. It isn’t a private member’s 
bill; it’s a value statement. I have had the opportunity to 
debate many of them where we talk about what we as a 

House believe in, what we support and what we would like 
to see move forward. And then we leave the details to be 
figured out. 

Some of you know that I was very close with my little 
grandma, who passed away just over a year ago, who made 
it to 104 years old and five months. 

Interjections. 
Ms. Jennifer K. French: Yes. 
I want to take the opportunity to thank the staff at 

Hillsdale Estates in Oshawa. They looked after her there. 
I appreciate them. 

While she still lived at home and when she was 
fortunate enough to have the funds to live in a private 
retirement home, she had a different level of care. She was 
lucky to have me as her person, and I was even luckier to 
have her as my person. Sometimes I was her caregiver, but 
I’m able to say that from a position of advantage, of 
privilege, because she had enough funds to look after the 
expenses of what she needed. We were in that financial 
position. 

But since being elected, it has been my privilege to meet 
folks of all ages and life stages who are caregivers for 
aging loved ones, for adult children with complex needs 
and many others who need more than just our thanks; they 
need support. And not everyone needs support, Speaker, 
but when they do, we think that the government should 
understand that. 

Today in the province of Ontario, we know that over 
4.2 million Ontarians have self-reported as providing 
unpaid care for their family and friends. The work that 
caregivers do can be anything, from administration 
support, like booking medical appointments, filling out 
forms, speaking to health care professionals, to medical 
assistance, like helping their parents take medication, and 
emotional support. Being there for their loved one can be 
complicated, it can be basic, it can be every day, it can be 
sometimes. 

Part of the conversation today has been about family 
and supporting family, and my grandma was very lucky to 
have me to support her. We also know that caregiving has 
a disproportionate impact on women. It’s not exclusively 
women, but we know that women are 50% more likely to 
report as caregivers than men, and we know that they are 
50% more likely to leave their employment versus male 
counterparts. 

Folks who miss out on wages when they have to take 
time off, folks who are spending hundreds of dollars every 
month to provide care—we can imagine the financial 
pressures that can force families to choose institutional 
care despite the preference of maybe wanting to keep them 
at home, to make very difficult choices. And we think 
about that. We think about our parents, our grandparents 
who want to age in place at home, live with their families 
in their communities with dignity, perhaps. A caregiver 
benefit could make that a reality for so many of our loved 
ones right across the province of Ontario. There’s no one-
size-fits-all. In terms of defining a caregiver, I think that 
that would come out in the details as we all, hopefully, will 
support this motion—which is a value statement—to move 
this forward. 
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Speaker, Christine in my riding—her mother was in her 
late eighties, with advanced Alzheimer’s disease; her 
father, in his early nineties, was recovering from a triple 
bypass surgery. She lived in Oshawa for 30 years. Her 
parents were up north, but until she was able to get them 
into a care home that could meet their needs, she spent the 
better part of two years travelling back and forth when she 
could, for doctor’s appointments, hospital stays, super-
vising contractors as she worked to make her parents’ 
home more accessible. When she wasn’t able to be with 
her parents, she relied on the kindness of their neighbours, 
family friends, church members, the community, and 
people rallied, certainly. 
1830 

She was able to be with her mother when she passed, 
but she couldn’t be there and take the time off when her 
father passed because of her bills. She regrets not being 
able to be with her dad and knows if she had had access to 
a caregiver benefit, she could have spent his last weeks 
with him. 

I have many other stories, but I don’t have the time. I 
will tell you that a caregiver providing support for an 
ailing parent or a vulnerable adult or a child recovering 
from illness or injury could be covered by this benefit. I 
know that all of us appreciate the caring work that people 
do across the province, but more than thanks, I would en-
courage this PC government to support this values motion 
and support caregivers. Thank you. 

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Ric Bresee): Further 
debate? 

Mr. John Fraser: It’s a pleasure to speak in support of 
motion 20. I want to thank the member for Niagara Falls 
for bringing it forward for the third time now—is that 
right, the third time? It is a statement of values. We all 
know that motions are not binding, but it’s something that 
we all agree on. 

I can’t imagine what the member from Peterborough–
Kawartha described. I’ve had experience as a caregiver. 
I’ve seen four parents and in-laws through their end-of-life 
journeys. I’ve spent a lot of time talking to people, both 
medical professionals and a lot of caregivers, when I had 
a mandate for palliative care between 2014 and 2018. 

What I can say is, families are there to support families, 
but all families are different. Government is there to 
support the people that it serves, and the form that that 
support takes can look different. I think what we’re trying 
to say here is, what’s there is not enough. I respectfully 
hear there’s a billion dollars more in home care. It doesn’t 
work. I know that first-hand, and I think we all know that. 
So one of the things in this motion that we’re not talking 
about, because there’s this idea of financial support—
that’s important, but people need to know that people 
know that they’re there. Being a caregiver can be a very 
lonely, isolated experience. Financial support, recognition 
by government that you are out there and that you 
matter—that your community, your city, your province is 
there to support you—is a really important part of what the 
member is putting forward. 

My sisters and I took care of my mom at the end of her 
life, the last four years, between 2019 and 2023. It was 
very busy. It was busy here. We could do it. I didn’t need 
support; I did it. I miss it. I sometimes end up driving 
towards my mom’s house, where my son lives now, 
thinking my mom is there. It was really hard. It was really 
tough. I was exhausted—but I’d go back and do it again. 

But for one of my sisters—she lost her income. She had 
to be there during the day. I could only be there when I 
came home from here, be there on the weekends. Every-
body was trying to fill in. She gave up four years of 
income. 

My mom didn’t end up in a long-term-care home. She 
didn’t get a lot of home care. She got some; we were able 
to organize it. My sister Missy spent a lot of time making 
sure everything worked. It’s a lot of work, and it’s work 
that, arguably, if we’re going to be funding care for people, 
the government should really be doing, and we’re asking 
people like my sister Missy to do it. I asked her to do that, 
because I couldn’t be there. 

So I don’t know what form it takes. I know what we’re 
doing right now isn’t enough. It isn’t enough in home care. 
It isn’t enough to unburden the financial hardship. It isn’t 
enough to recognize people who really feel like they 
haven’t been seen. People don’t see what they’re doing. 

Often they do it out of love. It’s not just duty. It’s not 
just responsibility. There is some of that, right? I agree 
with the member from Peterborough–Kawartha: Family 
needs to support family. That’s the way it works. But not 
everybody is equal. Not every family is equal. 

We had four siblings. One of them had to make a huge 
sacrifice. We all sacrificed, but one of them made a really 
big sacrifice. She didn’t do it for money, and she didn’t 
ask for anything, but sometimes you shouldn’t have to 
wait for people to ask. 

I think there’s a way for us to figure this out. The 
motion is a statement of values. It’s a statement of what 
we all agree on. We all agree family should take care of 
family. We all agree that it’s important that caregivers 
provide the care that families need because there’s not 
enough in the system, and the system doesn’t work. I’m 
not saying it’s awful or terrible; I’m just saying it doesn’t 
work, so we rely on people. We rely on people like my 
sister Missy to be a care coordinator, to make sure the 
trains are running on time, that people are coming in, that 
there are no gaps. 

I have a constituent, Andrew Kavchak, who has got a 
son who’s 25 years old. His son is autistic, has behaviours. 
He loves his son. I ran into him at the grocery store—Food 
Basics? I can’t remember which store it was. He was just 
telling me about what his week was like. Then we started 
talking about a canoe. He bought a canoe. He saw one in 
the store that I worked at 50 years ago, and he finally 
bought one. I said, “Do you ever get out in the canoe?” He 
says, “No, I think we’ve gone out twice. One time we went 
out, and I had a hard time with my son. But I look at the 
canoe, and I’m proud that I have the canoe.” But he’s not 
getting to use it. That’s the life of a lifelong caregiver. 
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The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Ric Bresee): Further 
debate? 

Mr. Mike Schreiner: It’s an honour to rise today to 
speak to this motion, and I want to thank the member from 
Niagara Falls for bringing it forward. I also want to thank 
the member for having such a collaborative and cross-
party approach to this particular issue—to support care-
givers, which really is a non-partisan issue—and including 
myself and some members from other parties in the news 
conference earlier today. 

Some 4.2 million Ontarians provide care to their family 
members. Speaker, I have experienced what it’s like to be 
one of those caregivers, and it’s not easy. My mom was 
diagnosed with cancer three years ago, and she lives a long 
way from Ontario. It was hard to take a year where every 
single constituency week I flew back to be with her to help 
care for her, when I had weekends, to go back and care for 
her. And I think of how privileged I am to have been able 
to do that financially—having my staff cover me off on 
constituency weeks. 

But not everyone has that privilege. Not everyone has a 
job that enables them to take the time to care for their loved 
ones and help their loved ones heal. I can’t tell you how 
many people come into my office struggling to figure out 
how they’re going to make it all work: “Can I really keep 
my job and care for my loved one?” “I have an adult child 
with a developmental disability that requires tremendous 
amounts of my time and financial resources. Where do I 
get the support, or even just respite here and there to take 
care of myself a little bit because I have given so much to 
my loved one?” 

I think all of us in Ontario owe those folks a debt of 
gratitude because not only are they taking care of their 
loved ones, but by doing that they’re freeing up long-term-
care beds. They’re freeing up spaces in our hospitals. They 
are making our emergency departments less crowded. 
They’re making our communities better places, and I think 
the least we can do is come up with a plan. All this motion 
calls for is, it’s just asking the government to come up with 
a plan for a caregiver benefit. I think that’s the least we 
can do to say thank you—thank you for being the kind of 
person who’s going to take the time and make the 
sacrifices to ensure that your loved ones are cared for and 
therefore the rest of us are cared for. 
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I will be voting for this motion. I hope all of us vote for 
this motion, because I think it’s just the right thing to do. 

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Ric Bresee): Further 
debate? 

Mr. Anthony Leardi: Let me begin by recognizing the 
extraordinary contribution that family caregivers make 
every day in Ontario. Whether it’s a spouse that is helping 
a loved one living with dementia, an adult caring for an 
aging parent or a family member supporting someone 
recovering from an illness, these caregivers provide 
compassion, comfort and support that cannot be measured 
in dollars alone. 

We know that caregiving can be physically demanding, 
it can be emotionally exhausting and it can be financially 

challenging. That’s why our government is focused on 
providing meaningful supports that help families care for 
loved ones while ensuring they have access to professional 
services when they need them. 

Since taking office, our government nearly doubled 
investments in home and community care. Today, Ontario 
invests more than $5 billion annually in home care, 
helping more people receive care where they want it most, 
at home, and these investments are producing real results. 

Between 2022-23 and 2025-26, home care visit wait-
lists have fallen dramatically. The number of patients 
waiting for personal support services has declined by 96%. 
At the same time, the number of patients waiting for 
nursing services has declined by 79%. These are large 
improvements, and these are transformational results that 
mean thousands more Ontario families are receiving 
supports sooner and experiencing less stress while caring 
for loved ones, and that is what meaningful support looks 
like. It means expanding access to personal support 
workers, nurses, rehabilitation professionals, respite ser-
vices, adult day programs, transportation services, meal 
programs and caregiver supports. Most importantly, it 
means recognizing that caregivers also need support. 

One of the services that is provided is respite care. 
Caregivers tell us that they need support, relief and peace 
of mind. They need time themselves to attend appoint-
ments, continue working, spending time with family and 
simply taking a break from the very demanding respon-
sibilities that come with caregiving. Respite care assists 
caregivers in avoiding burnout. That is why our govern-
ment continues to invest in programs that allow caregivers 
to step away, knowing that their loved one is receiving 
safe, professional, high-quality care. By providing respite 
services and community supports, we help caregivers 
sustain their ability to care for loved ones over the long 
term. 

We also recognize that families face real expenses 
when caring for someone at home. That’s why Ontario 
provides the Ontario Seniors Care at Home Tax Credit to 
help eligible families offset costs associated with support-
ing aging loved ones in their homes. Importantly, that 
provincial support can be combined with federal caregiver 
tax credits, providing families with meaningful financial 
assistance while allowing them the flexibility to determine 
what services and supports best meet their needs. 

This is a far more practical and sustainable approach 
than the one proposed in this bill. Our government is 
focused on delivering the services caregivers actually tell 
us they need: faster access to home care, respite supports 
that prevent burnout, community programs that help loved 
ones remain independent and tax relief that helps offset the 
cost of care. 

Speaker, family caregivers deserve our gratitude and 
our support. That is exactly what the government is 
delivering. We are investing billions of dollars in home 
and community care. We have nearly doubled the home 
care investments since taking office. We have reduced 
personal support service wait-lists, and we have reduced 
nursing service wait-lists. We are expanding respite care. 
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We are expanding community supports that prevent care-
giver burnout. And we are helping families manage costs 
through both provincial and federal tax credit relief. 

Family caregivers deserve our gratitude, respect and 
support. The best way to support them is by ensuring that 
they have access to professional care, respite services, 
community supports and financial assistance that help 
them care for their loved ones while maintaining their own 
well-being. That is the approach our government has 
taken. 

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Ric Bresee): Further 
debate? 

Mme France Gélinas: There are people here in the 
gallery that would not agree with what the member just 
said. They are caregivers themselves. They represent 
entire associations of caregivers. They know what their 
needs are. They know what it is to be a caregiver better 
than any one of us. They do it on a daily basis. 

They have come here, at Queen’s Park, because they 
want caregiver benefits. They know what exists in respite 
and in home care and all of this. They could teach you, 
teach all of us, about the services that are supposed to be 
there but fail them more often than they help, but that’s for 
another conversation. 

But all they’re asking is, listen to them. They are on the 
front line. They are the people who care for their loved 
ones, who care for people who need support. 

I’d like to read a few quotes. From the Alzheimer 
Society: “Care partners of people living with dementia 
often provide intensive support for years, frequently at the 
expense of their own financial security, health, and well-
being. A caregiver benefit would recognize the invaluable 
role they play and help ease some of the burdens they 
carry.” This is the Alzheimer Society. They know what 
they’re talking about. They deal with people with 
dementia every single day. Every single one of their 
patients, clients, has a caregiver or more. They’re telling 
you—all of us—that a caregiver benefit would help. 

Another quote: “As a charity supporting the needs of 
parents and caregivers of children diagnosed with cancer 
in Ontario, Ontario Parents Advocating for Children with 
Cancer ... understands first-hand the financial hardships 
that caregivers of sick children experience through loss of 
income and out-of-pocket expenses such as hospital 
parking, gas and transportation costs, food, medicines and 
medical equipment not covered by OHIP....” That is the 
association Ontario Parents Advocating for Children with 
Cancer. They know what it is to be a caregiver; they live 
it every single day. They’ve come to Queen’s Park to ask 
us to put our heads together to see what would a caregiver 
benefit—how would it make sense, in Ontario, to help the 
parents of children living with cancer, needing intensive 
cancer care. 

Another quote: “Providing meaningful direct financial 
support for caregivers is tangible, practical, and financially 
feasible when you consider the value of the work they do 
for their loved ones living with disabilities, frailty, or an 
illness. Helping them with the day-to-day costs of 
caregiving and the impacts on their savings and their 

careers will go a long way to protect our health care and 
social systems in Ontario.” That comes from the Ontario 
Caregiver Coalition. 

“Caregivers are essential partners in cancer care, but 
too often they take on significant out-of-pocket costs and 
lost income while supporting someone they love. The 
Canadian Cancer Society supports the creation of an 
accessible Ontario caregiver support benefit....” 
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Those are all people who speak from a place of power. 
They help caregivers care for people who are sick, who are 
disabled, who are frail. Nova Scotia was able to put 
together a caregiver benefit of $400 per month to eligible 
caregivers. Prince Edward Island gives a caregiver benefit 
ranging from $250 to $1,500 per month. Newfoundland 
and Labrador gives a financial grant of $400 per month. 
None of those provinces are rich compared to Ontario, but 
they’ve listened to the people on the front line when they 
came and saw their MPP and said, “We need help. We 
need support. Here’s a way to help us.” 

Please do this. All you have to do is agree to pass the 
motion and then work on the details of what it will look 
like in Ontario. 

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Ric Bresee): This time we 
return to the member for two minutes to reply. 

MPP Wayne Gates: There are 4.2 million caregivers 
in the province of Ontario. Take a look at the group up 
there. All of you, take a look. They’re the ones who are 
there every single day. You know, they could be anywhere 
right now. They don’t have to be in Toronto at 20 to 7, 
quarter to 7. They’ve already spent a long day working. 
But they’re here because they care. They know that we 
need a caregiver benefit. They know that Nova Scotia—a 
small, small province—can do it. PEI—an even smaller 
province—and Newfoundland can do it. 

And France is right: We’re not asking. Let’s have the 
debate. Let’s move it on to committee. Let’s talk about 
how we can help our seniors, how we can help our 
families, our moms, our dads, our aunts and uncles. And I 
want to say to the other leaders and to my leader, Marit 
Stiles, who is here, and to John Fraser, Mike and the 
independent— 

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Ric Bresee): I will remind 
the member not to use the names of the members. 

MPP Wayne Gates: Oh, I’m sorry. All right, I take all 
that back. 

But I want to say, they’re here tonight. They could be 
anywhere. They’re busy, but they know how important 
this is for everybody in the province of Ontario, those 4.2 
million. But they also told a story about themselves, how 
they’ve been affected. 

I told you my daughter had a heart attack, a SCAD heart 
attack—very rare. Overnight, my daughter couldn’t pay 
her rent. My daughter couldn’t put food on the table. It had 
to be a caregiver who helped, maybe somebody in the 
family. Actually, some of the teachers would come by the 
house and help out. It can happen to any of us; like that, 
your life can change. 
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All I’m saying to the Conservatives is—because we 
know the NDP supports it. We know the Liberals support 
it—I can say that. We know the Greens support it. We 
know the independents support it. We need your party to 
support it. Move it to committee— 

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Ric Bresee): Thank you. 
The time provided for private members’ public business 
has expired. 

Mr. Gates has moved private member’s notice of mo-
tion number 20. 

Is it the pleasure of the House that the motion carry? I 
heard a no. 

All those in favour of the motion will please say “aye.” 
All those opposed to the motion will please say “nay.” 
In my opinion, the nays have it. 
A recorded vote being required, it will be deferred until 

the next instance of deferred votes. 
Vote deferred. 
The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Ric Bresee): All matters 

relating to private members’ public business having been 
completed, it is now time for the late show. 

Pursuant to standing order 36, the question that this 
House do now adjourn is deemed to have been made. 

ADJOURNMENT DEBATE 

STUDENT ASSISTANCE 
The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Ric Bresee): The member 

for Ottawa South has given notice of dissatisfaction with 
the answer to a question given by the Minister of Colleges, 
Universities, Research Excellence and Security. The 
member has up to five minutes to debate the matter, and 
the minister or parliamentary assistant may reply for up to 
five minutes. 

I recognize the member from Ottawa South. 
Mr. John Fraser: I am going to start out by thanking 

everybody here for being here this evening, and the 
member from Whitby for being here—my partner on the 
late show, the duo. 

Maybe the source of the problem is that the minister of 
training, universities, colleges, research excellence and 
security—maybe we could take a few of his jobs away so 
he could focus on the problem at hand. 

We found out this week that the thing that the minister 
was touting on Monday in question period, the Learn and 
Stay grant—how it was adding paramedics and nurses and 
medical lab staff in the north, and how crucial and critical 
it was, and that it was safe. He was responding to the 
OSAP questions about the hundreds of millions of dollars 
that went out the door—and more importantly, of all the 
hard-working, honest people who went back to get 
upskilled, to get a job, took a risk. The government said, 
“Yes, we can give you a loan,” and then said, “No. Sorry. 
We can’t”—only it was after about two months of being 
in school. The minister said, “No, no. Everything is good. 
We have this Learn and Stay grant. It’s great. It works.” 

And then we find out the same thing happened to those 
folks up in Sault Ste. Marie at the CTS campus. 

I talked about Aaron this morning. Aaron lost his job at 
Algoma Steel. He has a family. He decided, “Do you know 
what? I want to try something else. I want to get a new 
career. I’m not going to be working in that plant anymore. 
I’m going to be a paramedic.” So he applied for the Learn 
and Stay grant. He got approved. He got into the program. 
Remember, he has kids, a family, a mortgage and property 
taxes. The government said, “It’s not happening. Sorry. 
It’s paused, and your life is paused too. You’ll have to 
wait.” Well, here’s what Aaron had to say: “It kind of 
ripped away all the goals and aspirations that I had for me 
and my family, and I was gutted at the time.” He’s behind 
on his property tax, his electricity payments. He’s going to 
the food bank. My point today was, what would we do if 
that was our family? 

The problem here is, the government ignored the 
Auditor General in 2022, who said this was exactly what 
was going to happen. It’s like she had a crystal ball—word 
for word. And then, the government continued—all sorts 
of red flags: $385 million to seven colleges, $219 million 
to three campuses of Academy of Learning, 8,500 appli-
cations for OSAP from one single Internet address. What 
else did they need? It’s incredible that they would not have 
taken action. And now what they’ve said is, “We’re going 
to get an audit by KPMG.” The minister said in the 
hallway today, “No one is going to see that. We want to 
protect privacy. We want to cover ourselves.” And then, 
later on, because they were scrambling, because that’s not 
the right thing, they said, “Well, we might show you parts 
of it.” Come on, guys. We’re talking about hundreds of 
millions of dollars, if not a billion dollars, that you just let 
flow out, and now you’re trying to say, “No, you don’t 
need to see that.” 

All the government needs to do is ask the Auditor 
General—and the House leader knows about this, because 
I’m sure that I remember him asking us to ask the Auditor 
General a number of times. Why do we have to go to 
KPMG? The reason they don’t want to go to the Auditor 
General is, first of all, she warned them, so she knows 
what’s going on here. She told them what was going to 
happen. She’ll know where to look. And then when she’s 
done, what she’ll say is, “I told you, and look what you 
did.” 

It’s a mess. It is an awful, terrible mess that is hurting 
hard-working, honest people in Ontario who don’t deserve 
it. 

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Ric Bresee): I recognize 
the member from Whitby. 

Mr. Lorne Coe: I appreciate the opportunity to speak 
to the Ontario Learn and Stay Grant and the concerns 
raised about its availability at private career colleges. 

I want to begin by recognizing the good students who 
have been caught in the middle of this situation because of 
the actions of wrongdoers seeking to exploit our student 
financial assistance program. These are individuals who 
are working hard to pursue meaningful careers, and we 
recognize how important financial assistance is in 
supporting their education. 
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Speaker, the Ontario Learn and Stay Grant was created 
to support students pursuing in-demand health care careers 
in communities that need them most. Through this pro-
gram, eligible students receive funding to cover tuition, 
books and other educational costs while agreeing to work 
in high-need communities in Ontario after graduation. 

To date, our government has invested more than $182 
million through the Ontario Learn and Stay Grant, 
supporting over 13,300 future nurses, paramedics and 
medical laboratory technologists. And we’ve recently 
expanded the program into family medicine, with a further 
$220-million investment to support the education of more 
than 2,000 future family doctors. These are real students 
training to become the health care professionals our com-
munities need. And these investments reflect our govern-
ment’s continued efforts to strengthen health care across 
Ontario. 

But we also have a responsibility to ensure that every 
dollar set aside for students is used for its intended 
purpose. Unfortunately, what we uncovered through 
months of investigations into the private post-secondary 
sector revealed serious concerns about the misuse of 
OSAP. It is the actions of bad actors seeking to exploit 
OSAP that have brought us to this point. What we 
uncovered through our investigations left our government 
with no choice but to pause all funding to private institu-
tions to protect taxpayer dollars and hold bad actors 
accountable. 

Speaker, I want to make an important distinction when 
it comes to the Ontario Learn and Stay Grant: There is only 
one private institution that is eligible for the Ontario Learn 
and Stay Grant. As the Ontario Learn and Stay Grant has 
a separate, rigorous accountability process in place, 

including in-person instruction and return-of-service com-
mitments, work is under way to reassess OLSG eligibility 
at this institution. 

The Ontario Learn and Stay Grant continues to support 
thousands of students studying in health care programs at 
public institutions across this great province. We recognize 
that good-acting students have been caught in the middle 
of this situation through no wrongdoing of their own. And 
we understand the difficult position this has placed many 
students in. 

That is why our government is actively exploring low-
interest, third-party loan options through financial institu-
tions to provide additional financial assistance to affected 
students. 

Let me be clear, Speaker. We will not rest until fraud is 
rooted out of our student financial assistance program and 
those responsible are held accountable. Student financial 
assistance exists to support legitimate students pursuing 
legitimate educational opportunities, not to be exploited 
by bad actors seeking to take advantage of taxpayer 
dollars. 

We will continue taking the necessary steps to protect 
students, restore integrity and ensure that these programs 
serve the people they were designed for. That is what 
students deserve, what taxpayers expect and what our 
government will continue working to deliver. 

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Ric Bresee): There being 
no further matters to debate, pursuant to standing order 
36(c), I deem the motion to adjourn to be carried. 

This House now stands adjourned until 9 a.m. tomor-
row. 

The House adjourned at 1904. 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF ONTARIO 
ASSEMBLÉE LÉGISLATIVE DE L’ONTARIO 

Lieutenant Governor / Lieutenante-gouverneure: Hon. / L’hon. Edith Dumont, OOnt 
Speaker / Présidente de l’Assemblée législative: Hon. / L’hon. Donna Skelly 

Clerk / Greffier: Trevor Day 
Deputy Clerk / Sous-Greffière: Valerie Quioc Lim 

Clerks-at-the-Table / Greffiers parlementaires: Julia Douglas, Meghan Stenson, 
Christopher Tyrell, Wai Lam (William) Wong 

Temporary Sergeant-at-Arms / Sergent d’armes par intérim: Jeffrey Haskins 

Member and Party /  
Député(e) et parti 

Constituency /  
Circonscription 

Other responsibilities /  
Autres responsabilités 

Allsopp, Tyler (PC) Bay of Quinte / Baie de Quinte  
Anand, Deepak (PC) Mississauga—Malton  
Armstrong, Teresa J. (NDP) London—Fanshawe  
Babikian, Aris (PC) Scarborough—Agincourt  
Bailey, Robert (PC) Sarnia—Lambton  
Beattie, Jeff (PC) Hamilton East—Stoney Creek / 

Hamilton-Est—Stoney Creek 
 

Bell, Jessica (NDP) University—Rosedale  
Bethlenfalvy, Hon. / L’hon. Peter (PC) Pickering—Uxbridge Minister of Finance / Ministre des Finances 
Blais, Stephen (LIB) Orléans  
Bouma, Will (PC) Brantford—Brant  
Bourgouin, Guy (NDP) Mushkegowuk—James Bay / 

Mushkegowuk—Baie James 
 

Bowman, Stephanie (LIB) Don Valley West / Don Valley-Ouest Deputy Third Party House Leader / Leader parlementaire adjointe du 
troisième parti 

Brady, Bobbi Ann (IND) Haldimand—Norfolk  
Bresee, Ric (PC) Hastings—Lennox and Addington Deputy Speaker / Vice-Président 

Chair of the Committee of the Whole House / Président du Comité 
plénier de l’Assemblée législative 

Burch, Jeff (NDP) Niagara Centre / Niagara-Centre  
Calandra, Hon. / L’hon. Paul (PC) Markham—Stouffville Minister of Education / Ministre de l’Éducation 
Cerjanec, Rob (LIB) Ajax  
Cho, Hon. / L’hon. Raymond Sung Joon 
(PC) 

Scarborough North / Scarborough-
Nord 

Minister for Seniors and Accessibility / Ministre des Services aux 
aînés et de l’Accessibilité 

Cho, Hon. / L’hon. Stan (PC) Willowdale  
Ciriello, Monica (PC) Hamilton Mountain / Hamilton-

Mountain 
 

Clancy, Aislinn (GRN) Kitchener Centre / Kitchener-Centre  
Clark, Hon. / L’hon. Steve (PC) Leeds—Grenville—Thousand Islands 

and Rideau Lakes / Leeds—
Grenville—Thousand Islands et 
Rideau Lakes 

Government House Leader / Leader parlementaire du gouvernement 

Coe, Lorne (PC) Whitby  
Collard, Lucille (LIB) Ottawa—Vanier Third Party House Leader / Leader parlementaire du troisième parti 
Cooper, Hon. / L’hon. Michelle (PC) Eglinton—Lawrence Associate Minister of Mental Health and Addictions / Ministre 

associée délégué à la Santé mentale et à la Lutte contre les 
dépendances 

Crawford, Hon. / L’hon. Stephen (PC) Oakville Minister of Public and Business Service Delivery and Procurement / 
Ministre des Services au public et aux entreprises et de 
l’Approvisionnement 

Cuzzetto, Rudy (PC) Mississauga—Lakeshore  
Darouze, George (PC) Carleton  
Denault, Billy (PC) Renfrew—Nipissing—Pembroke  
Dixon, Jess (PC) Kitchener South—Hespeler / 

Kitchener-Sud—Hespeler 
 

Dowie, Andrew (PC) Windsor—Tecumseh  
Downey, Hon. / L’hon. Doug (PC) Barrie—Springwater—Oro-Medonte Attorney General / Procureur général 
Dunlop, Hon. / L’hon. Jill (PC) Simcoe North / Simcoe-Nord Minister of Emergency Preparedness and Response / Ministre de la 

Protection civile et de l’Intervention en cas d’urgence 
Fairclough, Lee (LIB) Etobicoke—Lakeshore  



 

Member and Party /  
Député(e) et parti 

Constituency /  
Circonscription 

Other responsibilities /  
Autres responsabilités 

Fedeli, Hon. / L’hon. Victor (PC) Nipissing Chair of Cabinet / Président du Conseil des ministres 
Minister of Economic Development, Job Creation and Trade / 
Ministre du Développement économique, de la Création d’emplois et 
du Commerce 

Fife, Catherine (NDP) Waterloo  
Firin, Mohamed (PC) York South—Weston / York-Sud—

Weston 
 

Flack, Hon. / L’hon. Rob (PC) Elgin—Middlesex—London Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing / Ministre des Affaires 
municipales et du Logement 

Ford, Hon. / L’hon. Doug (PC) Etobicoke North / Etobicoke-Nord Premier / Premier ministre 
Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs / Ministre des Affaires 
intergouvernementales 
Leader, Progressive Conservative Party of Ontario / Chef du Parti 
progressiste-conservateur de l’Ontario 

Fraser, John (LIB) Ottawa South / Ottawa-Sud Leader, Third Party / Chef du troisième parti 
French, Jennifer K. (NDP) Oshawa First Deputy Chair of the Committee of the Whole House / Première 

Vice-Présidente du Comité plénier de l’Assemblée législative 
Gallagher Murphy, Dawn (PC) Newmarket—Aurora  
Gates, Wayne (NDP) Niagara Falls  
Gélinas, France (NDP) Nickel Belt  
Gilmour, Alexa (NDP) Parkdale—High Park  
Glover, Chris (NDP) Spadina—Fort York  
Gretzky, Lisa (NDP) Windsor West / Windsor-Ouest  
Grewal, Hardeep Singh (PC) Brampton East / Brampton-Est  
Gualtieri, Silvia (PC) Mississauga East—Cooksville / 

Mississauga-Est—Cooksville 
 

Hamid, Hon. / L’hon. Zee (PC) Milton Minister of Tourism, Culture and Gaming / Ministre du 
Tourisme, de la Culture et des Jeux 

Hardeman, Hon. / L’hon. Ernie (PC) Oxford  
Harris, Hon. / L’hon. Mike (PC) Kitchener—Conestoga Minister of Natural Resources / Ministre des Richesses naturelles 
Hazell, Andrea (LIB) Scarborough—Guildwood Third Deputy Chair of the Committee of the Whole House / 

Troisième Vice-Présidente du Comité plénier de l’Assemblée 
législative 

Holland, Hon. / L’hon. Kevin (PC) Thunder Bay—Atikokan Associate Minister of Forestry and Forest Products / Ministre associé 
des Forêts et des Produits forestiers 

Hsu, Ted (LIB) Kingston and the Islands / Kingston et 
les Îles 

 

Jones, Hon. / L’hon. Sylvia (PC) Dufferin—Caledon Deputy Premier / Vice-première ministre 
Minister of Health / Ministre de la Santé 

Jones, Hon. / L’hon. Trevor (PC) Chatham-Kent—Leamington Minister of Labour, Immigration, Training and Skills Development / 
Ministre du Travail, de l’Immigration, de la Formation et du 
Développement des compétences 

Jordan, John (PC) Lanark—Frontenac—Kingston Second Deputy Chair of the Committee of the Whole House / 
Deuxième Vice-Président du Comité plénier de l’Assemblée 
législative 

Kanapathi, Logan (PC) Markham—Thornhill  
Kernaghan, Terence (NDP) London North Centre / London-

Centre-Nord 
 

Kerzner, Hon. / L’hon. Michael S. (PC) York Centre / York-Centre Solicitor General / Solliciteur général 
Khanjin, Hon. / L’hon. Andrea (PC) Barrie—Innisfil Minister of Red Tape Reduction / Ministre de la Réduction des 

formalités administratives 
Kusendova-Bashta, Hon. / L’hon. Natalia 
(PC) 

Mississauga Centre / Mississauga-
Centre 

Minister of Francophone Affairs / Ministre des Affaires francophones 
Minister of Long-Term Care / Ministre des Soins de longue durée 

Lahey, Susan (PC) York—Simcoe  
Leardi, Anthony (PC) Essex Deputy Government House Leader / Leader parlementaire adjoint du 

gouvernement 
Lecce, Hon. / L’hon. Stephen (PC) King—Vaughan Minister of Energy and Mines / Ministre de l’Énergie et des Mines 
Lennox, Robin (NDP) Hamilton Centre / Hamilton-Centre  
Mamakwa, Sol (NDP) Kiiwetinoong Deputy Leader, Official Opposition / Chef adjoint de l’opposition 

officielle 
McCarthy, Hon. / L’hon. Todd J. (PC) Durham Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks / Ministre de 

l’Environnement, de la Protection de la nature et des Parcs 
McCrimmon, Karen (LIB) Kanata—Carleton  



 

Member and Party /  
Député(e) et parti 

Constituency /  
Circonscription 

Other responsibilities /  
Autres responsabilités 

McGregor, Hon. / L’hon. Graham (PC) Brampton North / Brampton-Nord Minister of Citizenship and Multiculturalism / Ministre des Affaires 
civiques et du Multiculturalisme 

McKenney, Catherine (NDP) Ottawa Centre / Ottawa-Centre  
McMahon, Mary-Margaret (LIB) Beaches—East York  
Oosterhoff, Hon. / L’hon. Sam (PC) Niagara West / Niagara-Ouest Minister of Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness / Ministre de 

l’Agriculture, de l’Alimentation et de l’Agroentreprise 
Pang, Billy (PC) Markham—Unionville  
Parsa, Hon. / L’hon. Michael (PC) Aurora—Oak Ridges—Richmond Hill Minister of Children, Community and Social Services / Ministre des 

Services à l’enfance et des Services sociaux et communautaires 
Pasma, Chandra (NDP) Ottawa West—Nepean / Ottawa-

Ouest—Nepean 
Deputy House Leader / Leader parlementaire adjointe de l’opposition 
officielle 

Piccini, Hon. / L’hon. David (PC) Northumberland—Peterborough South /  
Northumberland—Peterborough-Sud 

Minister of Infrastructure / Ministre de l’Infrastructure 

Pierre, Natalie (PC) Burlington  
Pinsonneault, Steve (PC) Lambton—Kent—Middlesex  
Pirie, Hon. / L’hon. George (PC) Timmins Minister of Northern Economic Development and Growth / Ministre 

du Développement et de la croissance économique du Nord 
Quinn, Hon. / L’hon. Nolan (PC) Stormont—Dundas—South Glengarry Minister of Colleges, Universities, Research Excellence 

and Security / Ministre des Collèges et Universités, de 
l’Excellence en recherche et de la Sécurité 

Racinsky, Joseph (PC) Wellington—Halton Hills  
Rae, Hon. / L’hon. Matthew (PC) Perth—Wellington Associate Minister of Energy-Intensive Industries / Ministre associé 

des Industries à forte consommation d’énergie 
Rakocevic, Tom (NDP) Humber River—Black Creek  
Rickford, Hon. / L’hon. Greg (PC) Kenora—Rainy River Minister of Indigenous Affairs and First Nations Economic 

Reconciliation / Ministre des Affaires autochtones et de la 
Réconciliation économique avec les Premières Nations 
Minister Responsible for Ring of Fire Economic and Community 
Partnerships / Ministre responsable des Partenariats économiques et 
communautaires pour le développement du Cercle de feu  

Riddell, Brian (PC) Cambridge  
Rosenberg, Bill (PC) Algoma—Manitoulin  
Sabawy, Sheref (PC) Mississauga—Erin Mills  
Sandhu, Amarjot (PC) Brampton West / Brampton-Ouest  
Sarkaria, Hon. / L’hon. Prabmeet Singh 
(PC) 

Brampton South / Brampton-Sud Minister of Transportation / Ministre des Transports 

Sarrazin, Stéphane (PC) Glengarry—Prescott—Russell  
Sattler, Peggy (NDP) London West / London-Ouest  
Saunderson, Hon. / L’hon. Brian (PC) Simcoe—Grey Minister of Sport / Ministre du Sport 
Schreiner, Mike (GRN) Guelph  
Scott, Chris (IND) Sault Ste. Marie  
Scott, Hon. / L’hon. Laurie (PC) Haliburton—Kawartha Lakes—Brock  
Shaban, Fatima (NDP) Scarborough Southwest / Scarborough-

Sud-Ouest 
 

Shamji, Adil (LIB) Don Valley East / Don Valley-Est  
Shaw, Sandy (NDP) Hamilton West—Ancaster—Dundas / 

Hamilton-Ouest—Ancaster—Dundas 
 

Skelly, Hon. / L’hon. Donna (PC) Flamborough—Glanbrook Speaker / Présidente de l’Assemblée législative 
Smith, Dave (PC) Peterborough—Kawartha  
Smith, David (PC) Scarborough Centre / Scarborough-

Centre 
 

Smith, Hon. / L’hon. Graydon (PC) Parry Sound—Muskoka Associate Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing / Ministre 
associé des Affaires municipales et du Logement 

Smith, Laura (PC) Thornhill  
Smyth, Stephanie (LIB) Toronto—St. Paul’s  
Stevens, Jennifer (Jennie) (NDP) St. Catharines  
Stiles, Marit (NDP) Davenport Leader, Official Opposition / Chef de l’opposition officielle 

Leader, New Democratic Party of Ontario / Chef du Nouveau Parti 
démocratique de l’Ontario 

Surma, Hon. / L’hon. Kinga (PC) Etobicoke Centre / Etobicoke-Centre President of the Treasury Board / Présidente du Conseil du Trésor 
Tabuns, Peter (NDP) Toronto—Danforth  
Tangri, Hon. / L’hon. Nina (PC) Mississauga—Streetsville Associate Minister of Small Business / Ministre associée des Petites 

Entreprises 



 

Member and Party /  
Député(e) et parti 

Constituency /  
Circonscription 

Other responsibilities /  
Autres responsabilités 

Thanigasalam, Hon. / L’hon. Vijay (PC) Scarborough—Rouge Park Associate Minister of Artificial Intelligence Adoption / Ministre 
associé de l’Adoption de l’intelligence artificielle 

Thompson, Hon. / L’hon. Lisa M. (PC) Huron—Bruce Minister of Rural Affairs / Ministre des Affaires rurales 
Tibollo, Hon. / L’hon. Michael A. (PC) Vaughan—Woodbridge Associate Attorney General / Procureur général associé 
Triantafilopoulos, Effie J. (PC) Oakville North—Burlington / 

Oakville-Nord—Burlington 
 

Tsao, Jonathan (LIB) Don Valley North / Don Valley-Nord  
Vanthof, John (NDP) Timiskaming—Cochrane Opposition House Leader / Leader parlementaire de l’opposition 

officielle 
Vaugeois, Lise (NDP) Thunder Bay—Superior North / 

Thunder Bay—Supérieur-Nord 
 

Vickers, Paul (PC) Bruce—Grey—Owen Sound  
Wai, Daisy (PC) Richmond Hill  
Watt, Tyler (LIB) Nepean  
West, Jamie (NDP) Sudbury  
Williams, Hon. / L’hon. Charmaine A. (PC) Brampton Centre / Brampton-Centre Associate Minister of Women’s Social and Economic Opportunity / 

Ministre associée des Perspectives sociales et économiques pour les 
femmes 

Wong-Tam, Kristyn (NDP) Toronto Centre / Toronto-Centre  

 

 

 

 


