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 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF ONTARIO ASSEMBLÉE LÉGISLATIVE DE L’ONTARIO 

STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON THE INTERIOR 

COMITÉ PERMANENT 
DES AFFAIRES INTÉRIEURES 

 Thursday 9 March 2023 Jeudi 9 mars 2023 

The committee met at 1400 in committee room 2. 

COMMITTEE BUSINESS 
The Chair (Mr. Aris Babikian): Good afternoon, 

members. I would like to call the meeting of the interior 
standing committee to order. 

As always, please wait to be recognized by myself before 
speaking. All questions and comments will need to go 
through the Chair. 

On the agenda is committee business. Are there any 
motions? MPP Leardi. 

Mr. Anthony Leardi: I move that the committee enter 
closed session for the purposes of organizing committee 
business. 

The Chair (Mr. Aris Babikian): Okay. Just one 
second—let’s put it on the screen first. Any comments? 
Any debate? Yes, go ahead, MPP Shaw. 

Ms. Sandy Shaw: I just would like it to reflect in the 
record that I don’t understand why the government always 
goes into closed sessions when things should be open to 
the people of the province of Ontario. There’s really nothing 
in organizing business that should be held in secret session. 
I’d like it to reflect that I insist always, and will always 
insist, that committee meetings like this remain open to the 

public. They deserve to know what we are doing on behalf 
of them. So I’m opposed to this. 

The Chair (Mr. Aris Babikian): MPP Sattler. 
Ms. Peggy Sattler: I would also like to express my op-

position to this motion. This is a public committee of the 
Legislature. The Legislature should be as transparent as 
possible in the way that we conduct the people’s business. 
There were many comments made during the debate on 
this legislation about the importance of getting it to com-
mittee. The process of determining how the committee is 
going to proceed should also be open to the public. So I 
am opposed to this motion. 

The Chair (Mr. Aris Babikian): Any further discus-
sion? Debate? Okay. Now, I will put the question. 

Ms. Peggy Sattler: Recorded vote. 

Ayes 
Bouma, Bresee, Dixon, Flack, Jordan, Leardi, Sarrazin. 

Nays 
Sattler, Shaw. 

The Chair (Mr. Aris Babikian): The motion is carried. 
Give us a few minutes. 
The committee continued in closed session at 1405. 
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