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The House met at 1030.

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Bas Balkissoon): Let us
pray.

Prayers.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Tracy MacCharles: It’s my pleasure to wel-
come Studio Y, which is Ontario’s Youth Social Impact
and Leadership Academy. Folks from there are seated in
the east members’ gallery and include: Andrew Do, Mat-
thew Blackshaw, Kacper Niburski, Safiah Chowdhury,
Irfan Sharif, Sabrina Tang, Ryan Collins-Swartz and
Keaton Evans. Welcome to Queen’s Park.

Ms. Soo Wong: I’'m very pleased to welcome my
former Scarborough—Agincourt student, who is currently
a fourth-year student at Ryerson University, Sachil Patel,
who is witnessing today’s proceedings.

Mrs. Laura Albanese: | would like to acknowledge
and welcome Equal Voice to Queen’s Park. Equal VVoice
Toronto is hosting their annual Queen’s Park reception
today from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m., in rooms 228 and 230. | hope
all the members will participate.

This year’s theme is “More Than Ever” to celebrate
that in June 2014, more women than ever were elected to
Queen’s Park.

Ms. Teresa J. Armstrong: 1’d like to welcome today
Fanshawe College. They’re here as well for a reception at
11:30, and | extend an invitation to all my colleagues to
join them.

Mr. Yvan Baker: Monsieur le Président, j’ai le plaisir
d’accueillir—1 have the pleasure of welcoming the
students from Briarcrest Junior School, grade 5, whom |
had the pleasure of meeting with this morning. It’s the
French class visiting today, Mr. Speaker, so | welcome
them.

Mr. Randy Pettapiece: I’d like to introduce Steve
Lichty, the CEO of Tri-County Mennonite Homes in
New Hamburg, and his wife Judy Rocco.

Mr. Paul Miller: Speaker, my EA, Margo Duncan, is
retiring on Thursday, and she has her family and close
friends here today to help her celebrate. | want to intro-
duce her daughter, son-in-law and grandsons: Xana,
Derek, Ciaran, Brayden, Braonan and Declan McCor-
mick; her sister and brother-in-law, Pat and Bill Oster-
meier; her aunt—and our Sergeant-at—-Arms’s aunt’s best
friend—Bella Spencer; and lifelong friends Linda
Zepotoczny and Catherine Dunne.

I wish Margo all the best in her retirement and thank
her for her hard work, training, brutal honesty and friend-

ship over these past seven years. I’m also putting her in
for the Order of Canada, because she was with me for
seven years.

Hon. Reza Moridi: Please join me in welcoming page
captain Johann Muthukumaraswamy; his mother, Rachael
Rajaratnam; his brother, Dominic Muthukumaraswamy;
and his grandmother, Ariam Rajaratnam. They will be
sitting in the gallery. Please join me in welcoming them.

Hon. Charles Sousa: It gives me great pleasure to
introduce a long-time friend, a champion of the
Portuguese-Canadian community, the owner and operator
of Merit Metal Industries, Virgilio Pires. Welcome to
Queen’s Park. It’s great to have you here.

Hon. David Orazietti: | want to introduce two con-
stituents from Sault Ste. Marie, John and Ida Bruno, who
are joining us here today.

Hon. Deborah Matthews: | am delighted that we are
joined today by representatives of Fanshawe College in
London: Peter Devlin and Anne Marie DeCicco-Best and
their team. Welcome. You’re all invited to a reception at
noon for Fanshawe College.

Hon. Jeff Leal: In the members’ east gallery today,
I’d like to introduce Lyle Vanclief, who is the former
federal member of Parliament for Prince Edward-Hast-
ings and was the federal Minister of Agriculture and
Agri-Food in the Chrétien government; and Doug Moses,
who is his assistant and with us today. Let’s welcome
Lyle and Doug.

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Bas Balkissoon): Thank
you. | want to take the privilege to introduce, on behalf of
our colleague MPP Jack MacLaren, page Kelsey Clark;
her mother, Cheryl Clark; and her grandmother, Patty
Clark. They are in the members’ gallery, so let’s wel-
come them.

It’s time for oral questions.

ORAL QUESTIONS

ENERGY RATES

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Bas Balkissoon): The
leader of the—no, the member from Renfrew—Nipissing—
Pembroke.

Mr. John Yakabuski: My goodness, promotions all
around—it must be Christmas.

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Bas Balkissoon): You
had me surprised there.

Mr. John Yakabuski: Thank you very much, Speak-
er. My question is to the Minister of Energy. As we get
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closer to winter and temperatures drop, the consequences
of your irresponsible hydro policies become more appar-
ent and dire. All across Ontario, people have to face the
hard choice between paying their hydro bills or going
without other essentials. This is because they’re paying
14 cents a kilowatt hour plus the debt retirement charge,
HST and delivery charges. When you entered office,
ratepayers were paying a competitive 4.3 cents a kilowatt
hour.

If you don’t change your course, Ontarians who are
struggling to pay their hydro bills today will soon be
forced out of their homes and left in most desperate con-
ditions. Minister, will you finally address the reality of
the failure of your energy policies and stop these un-
affordable increases?

Hon. Bob Chiarelli: For the last 10 years, this party
and this government have been making tremendous
efforts to create affordability, reliability and clean energy
in the province of Ontario. When we took over govern-
ment 10 years ago, there was a deficit of electricity; they
were expanding dirty coal, to the point where it was 25%;
and they had double-digit increases in the rates when
they tried to privatize the electricity system.

We’ve invested tremendously in the energy sector to
make it reliable, to make it affordable and to make it
clean. I’m happy, in the supplementaries, to deal with the
specifics.

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Bas Balkissoon): Supple-
mentary?

Mr. John Yakabuski: Minister, you know that the
primary reason for skyrocketing hydro bills is because of
your Green Energy Act and the expensive contracts that
you signed under it for unreliable, intermittent energy.

On November 24, wind turbines were cranking out a
ton of expensive power we didn’t need. We had to sell
that power at a loss. We sold it to Michigan, New York
and Quebec at a loss of $10 million. That’s $10 million
for a single day. Steve Austin was the Six Million Dollar
Man; you’re the $10-million-a-day man.

1040

How do you explain to the small businesses or the
seniors struggling with their backs up against the wall
how we can blow $10 million a day? It’s right on their
hydro bills. How do we explain that to them?

Hon. Bob Chiarelli: Mr. Speaker, | know that the
critic for the Conservatives understands the electricity
system a little more than he’s letting on. He’s feigning
ignorance in terms of the electricity system. He knows
that we have a surplus, when they left us with a deficit of
electricity. That surplus is being used to help the rate-
payer and to reduce rates. We’re doing that in a number
of ways.

One of the ways we’re doing it is by creating the
Industrial Electricity Incentive Program, which repre-
sents about a 50% reduction in electricity rates for new
companies coming into Ontario and for those that are
expanding. We are taking significant steps.

He also knows that on the sale and the trade of elec-
tricity we are saving costs to the taxpayer by exporting
our electricity.

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Bas Balkissoon): Final
supplementary.

Mr. John Yakabuski: Minister, critics of your gov-
ernment policies have said time and time again, as new,
intermittent, expensive, unreliable energy comes on line,
we will have to sell more power at a loss to our competi-
tors at times when we don’t need it.

When our electrical system is flooded with wind
power, ratepayers have to pay Bruce Nuclear to release
steam from their plants, reducing the output from their
plants. When we’re flooded with wind power, you have
to let gas plants stand idle.

Ratepayers have to foot all of the bills for that. They
pay for your mistakes. You know that as peak and off-
peak hydro rates rise, Ontario ratepayers get hit harder
and harder and harder.

Minister, what are you prepared to do to ensure that
Ontario has no more $10-million days so you can stop
being the $10-million man?

Hon. Bob Chiarelli: The member knows that renew-
able energy consists of about 8% of our total energy
supply. That has a marginal increase in prices. To attrib-
ute it to renewable energy is very disingenuous, to bor-
row a phrase from the member from eastern Ontario.

But I would refer the member to an article in the New
York Times about four or five days ago, where they
spoke about a study by Lazard investment firm, which is
a very credible, large investment firm, where they have
itemized across North America how energy prices are
coming down for renewable.

In US states, the renewables are now parity at grid. In
other words, wind and solar are not—

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Bas Balkissoon): Answer.

Hon. Bob Chiarelli: —anywhere else. The current
procurement process we’re going through—I met with
the industry about five or six days ago. They are now
almost approaching parity at grid.

Moving forward, it will be as cheap as gas, and it will
be cleaner than gas. That’s because we have—

Interjections.

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Bas Balkissoon): Order.

New question?

DISASTER RELIEF

Mr. Ernie Hardeman: My question is to the Minister
of Municipal Affairs and Housing. Minister, it has been
almost a year since the ice storm and municipalities are
still waiting for emergency assistance. It took you nine
months to write an application so municipalities could
apply for the ice-storm funding. It took another two
months to give them training on the applications. Then,
two weeks later, according to the Toronto Star, you are
blaming municipalities for not having their applications
in. Who is really at fault here, Minister: the municipal-
ities or you?

Hon. Ted McMeekin: Let me take a moment, Mr.
Speaker, to say | was amongst a large number of Ontar-
ians who experienced the ice storm. Our power in our
place was out, | think, for six days.
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I have nothing but admiration and respect for munici-
palities and the first responders who responded so well to
the emergency that befell large parts of Ontario. In that
regard, our government took the unprecedented step of
supplying up to $190 million based on municipalities
requiring money over and above their budget and also
related to health and safety concerns directly related to
the ice storm.

Municipalities are processing the applications. We’re
helping them in every way we can. I’'m pleased to say
that things are coming along quite well.

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Bas Balkissoon): Supple-
mentary?

Mr. Ernie Hardeman: Minister, if you can’t get the
smallest of the claims out, how long is it going to take
you to process these claims that are thousands of times
higher?

According to the press, the claim from Toronto is
going to be 2,000 times higher than the claim that’s
already in your office waiting for approval. Have you
approved that claim yet? Has any of that money gone out
to the municipalities yet? We were told last week that, in
fact, you had one application in. Have they actually got
their money yet, Minister?

Hon. Ted McMeekin: | appreciate that question from
my honourable opponent, who speaks quite frequently
about government accountability. | know that in a similar
situation when they were in government, they shovelled
money out the door, and when they applied to the feds to
get the money back, the feds said no. We’re not about to
replicate that situation.

Here’s what your former leader John Tory, the current
mayor of the largest municipality in Ontario, said: “The
applications are just about complete. They (staff) are
having no trouble putting them together, and they are
going to be submitted on time. The deadline is what it is,
and | am told that the applications will be in on time and
that they are not having any trouble with them.”

So when the largest municipality and one of the
smaller ones, Mapleton, can complete them, we’re well
on track.

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Bas Balkissoon): Final
supplementary.

Mr. Ernie Hardeman: Minister, it’s clear that some-
one has messed up. It’s a year after the ice storm, and
only $23,000 of the $190 million in emergency assist-
ance, according to you, has actually gone out, which
would be to that small municipality.

Now that you’ve found out that the program is so bad
that some municipalities are considering giving up on
their applications, are you going to penalize the Alberta
company you hired for almost $3 million to help you
deliver this program? Are you going to penalize them for
this delay, or are you, in fact, going to accept that they
are doing their job, but you’re not?

Hon. Ted McMeekin: Well, we’re doing the job, Mr.
Speaker. There are accountability provisions in place.
Much of that is governed by the federal process. By the
way, we learned just last Friday that, because of the pro-

visions we put in place around accountability, the feds
are going to actually partner with Ontario in terms of
assisting. So | think that’s good news.

We’ll continue to work with municipalities. They
asked for some additional time and some additional help,
and guess what? We extended the deadlines because
some of them had not even calculated the full cost by the
end of August. We have extended the deadline, and we
provided some assistance to them. We are on track for
December 31, and I’m pleased to say that | think very
soon, things will work out very well.

DENTAL CARE

Ms. Andrea Horwath: My question is for the Pre-
mier. In hundreds of schools and clinics across this prov-
ince, public health units provide basic teeth cleaning and
checkups to low-income children, but New Democrats
found out that Liberals are quietly cutting preventative
dental care for kids by cutting this service from the On-
tario Public Health Standards. Toronto’s medical officer
of health says that 80% of children who received oral
health care are going to lose it.

The Premier has said she is “not going to cut health
care.” Can she explain why she is, in fact, doing just that
and cutting dental care for thousands and thousands of
vulnerable children across this province?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: Here’s the reality of what
we’re doing: We are in the process of combining six
different programs. If you look at the programs that were
in place, in fact, the money that was allocated to these
programs was not all being spent. It wasn’t being used in
the way that it was intended to be used. In 2013-14, the
funding for the Healthy Smiles Ontario program was $30
million, and as of April 1, 2014, 70,000 more children
from low-income families can now access dental ser-
vices. So the changes that we are making are designed to
help more kids whose families cannot afford dental ser-
vices to get those dental services.

1050

We are combining six programs. It is a change. | know
that the leader of the third party is not keen on change of
any kind, but this change is going to mean that more kids
from low-income families will get dental services.

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Bas Balkissoon): Supple-
mentary?

Ms. Andrea Horwath: That is simply not the case,
and this Premier knows it. She and her minister have
insisted all along that health care is not being cut, while
we’ve watched the Liberals cut health care time and time
again. But the Liberals are secretly cutting dental care for
the most vulnerable children; 15,000 children in Toronto
will lose dental care. That’s a cut. News to Premier:
That’s a cut, 15,000 children.

According to Northwestern Health Unit, of the 4,000
children who received preventative dental care services
last year, 98% of them are going to lose that service. That
is a cut. Of those 4,000 kids who received care last year,
only 80 kids—of 4,000, only 80 kids are going to be
getting that service.
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New Democrats believe that children should have
healthy smiles, not rotting teeth. The Liberals used to
believe that at one time, too. Will the Premier stop these
cuts and make sure these kids get their services?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: The reason that we are
making the changes that we are, the reason that we’re
taking six programs where kids were not accessing the
services that they needed and combining those into one
program, is because we believe that more kids from low-
income families should have access to dental services. So
as of April 1, 2014, 70,000 more children from low-in-
come families have access to dental services.

If there is a particular issue in a particular program in
a particular municipality, | know that the Minister of
Health would like to know about that, but overall, the
funding has not changed, the programs have been con-
solidated and more children are receiving dental care.
More children from low-income families are getting that
dental care that they need.

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Bas Balkissoon): Final
supplementary.

Ms. Andrea Horwath: The Premier can drink her
own bathwater all she wants, but the Toronto Board of
Health has asked the Liberals to stop these cuts. The
Northwestern Health Unit has asked the Liberals to stop
these cuts. The Association of Local Public Health Agen-
cies has asked the Liberals to stop these cuts. The Pre-
mier is the only one who is saying that there are no cuts
to kids. Everybody else is admitting that, in fact, low-
income kids are going to have their services cut. This
Premier should admit to the people of Ontario exactly
what she’s doing.

So now | ask her the question: Will she actually do the
right thing and stop these unprecedented preventative
health care cuts, dental care cuts, from being cut from the
people, from the lowest income, from the most vulner-
able children in our province?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: The $30 million that is in
the Healthy Smiles program is there. It has not been cut.
That money is available. What we have done is we have
integrated six programs. If, as | said, there is a specific
case where there has been a change that has had an
unintended consequence, we would want to know about
that and we would want to know the specifics. But
70,000 more kids from low-income families are receiving
dental care because of the changes that we are making. |
think that that is a good thing. We are working so that
more children will have that dental care, and that will
make them healthier. That is the full and the primary
reason that we are making these changes: so that more
kids will have access to dental care.

GOVERNMENT’S AGENDA

Ms. Andrea Horwath: My next question is also for
the Premier. As the session closes this week, the cyni-
cism and arrogance of this Liberal government continues
to grow. We just saw it again with that Premier’s answer.
The government insists people aren’t being hurt by health

care cuts, but cutting nurses and cutting access to home
care actually hurts people. Now it’s cutting dental care
for low-income children. Will the Premier admit that her
government is cutting health care and that, in fact, people
and children are being hurt?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: We are working very hard
on this side of the House to make changes that are neces-
sary to transform the health care system so that people
get the service that they need. Whether it’s low-income
kids who can’t access dental care or whether it is people
in their homes who need service, we are increasing fund-
ing to make sure that that that happens.

The reality is that there is change needed. There’s
change needed, whether it’s the integration of the six
dental care programs or whether it’s accessing more ser-
vice for people in the community. Those are changes that
are necessary. We are making those changes, Mr. Speak-
er, and we are increasing funding in health care, not
reducing it.

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Bas Balkissoon): Supple-
mentary?

Ms. Andrea Horwath: The people of Ontario want
their government to make changes that make their lives
better, not make their lives worse.

It’s not just cuts to health care. This government in-
sisted that it was being open and transparent, but the
Liberals keep a so-called transparency report on the auto
insurance industry hidden, and the Liberals are still pro-
tecting Liberal insiders in the $1.1-billion gas plants
scandal.

How long can this Premier continue to insist that she
is being open and transparent when the evidence shows
the contrary, time and time again?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: Just picking up the thread
from that first question, Mr. Speaker: The reality is that
the report to which the leader of the third party refers is a
report that will be made available. We have said that all
along.

We have been very clear about the challenges in front
of us, and we’ve been very clear that we do need to make
changes. When there are six programs that are in place to
allow kids to have access to dental care, if the resources
aren’t being spent, if the money is not being spent on
that, and the kids who most need the dental care are not
getting that dental care, then | think a change is needed.
That’s why we’ve integrated the six programs.

I understand that the leader of the third party thinks it
is responsible to just say, “Don’t change anything. Just
leave everything the way it is.” That’s not what we be-
lieve, Mr. Speaker. If there’s a problem, we think we
should solve it. More kids needing dental care: We think
we should solve that. That’s what we’re doing.

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Bas Balkissoon): Final
supplementary.

Ms. Andrea Horwath: | know that the Premier
ignored the transparency and accountability piece of my
question. Perhaps when she meets with Christy Clark this
afternoon, a Liberal Premier to another Liberal Premier,
she can encourage Ms. Clark to have Peter Faist and
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Laura Miller come to Ontario to talk about their roles in
the gas plants scandal.

Since the Legislature was recalled in the fall, we’ve
seen cuts to health care for kids, and now dental care.
We’ve seen child care spaces closed. We’ve seen insiders
protected. We’ve seen cuts to schools. We’ve seen re-
ports hidden from the public. We’ve seen an increase in
the privatization of everything from hydro to health care.

Is this the kind of cynicism and arrogance that we can
expect from this Liberal government for the next three
and a half years?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: Just because that is the
narrative written down on the page that the leader of the
third party has in front of her does not mean that that’s
what’s happening.

The reality is that we are implementing the plan and
the agenda that we ran on. We said we were going to
make sure that we continued to deliver health care to
people as they need it, in their homes, where they need it.
We said we were going to tackle issues of poverty and
make sure that more low-income kids have access to
dental care. That’s part of the Poverty Reduction Strategy.

We said we were going to be open about the work that
we were doing. That’s why all of our mandate letters,
both the ministers’ and the parliamentary assistants’ man-
dates letters, are available for everyone to know the work
that is being done in this province.

Mr. Speaker, | hope that as the leader of the third party
sees the things that are happening, the changes that we
are making that are benefitting people, she will support
us in those changes.

JOB CREATION

Mr. Jeff Yurek: My question is to the Minister of
Economic Development. Minister, in 94 of the last 95
months, Ontario’s unemployment rate has been higher
than the national average. In particular, my riding of
Elgin—-Middlesex—London has seen its unemployment
numbers continually rise since April. This past month, its
unemployment rate rose from 7.5% to 7.8%.

You, Minister, have implemented a number of meas-
ures over the past three years, but obviously your plan is
not working, as unemployment numbers continue to
escalate. My riding has lost over 6,000 manufacturing
jobs under your government and unemployment numbers
continue to increase.

Obviously, your ideas are not working. Minister, what
is plan B for jobs in my riding?

Hon. Brad Duguid: Yes, indeed, the job numbers on
Friday weren’t what we were hoping for, and | had an
opportunity to speak to that on Friday.

1100

The fact of the matter is, these numbers fluctuate from
month to month. If you look at September numbers, Mr.
Speaker, they were up 24,000. Not a peep from the
opposition when our business community was creating
24,000 net jobs. When you look at October, we’re up
37,000 net new jobs. Not a peep from the member
opposite when we’re up 37,000 new jobs.

This past month, yes, the numbers did go down. But
since September, we’re still up 30,000 net new jobs in
this province. That’s good news, and still, not a positive
peep from the member opposite on that news.

When our Premier came back from China—

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Bas Balkissoon): Answer.

Hon. Brad Duguid: I’ll talk about that in the supple-
mentary.

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Bas Balkissoon): Supple-
mentary.

Mr. Jeff Yurek: Minister, obviously you didn’t listen
to my question. The unemployment rate has been going
up since April. It wasn’t fluctuating; it was a continual,
steady trend upward. Maybe if you’d listened to the ques-
tion I’d get a good answer.

Minister, the strategies you have initiated over the last
three years have only transformed into election-buying
and job-retention strategies as opposed to job creation
funds. Your policies are failing my constituents. You’ve
had three months in this Legislature, Minister, to bring
changes that would foster a business environment for
investment and job growth. You again have failed to do
s0. Your current jobs program is that of high energy costs,
job-stifling regulation such as the College of Trades,
mandatory WSIB for private contractors, and mountains
of red tape, all of which is detrimental to job growth for
medium, small and large businesses.

Minister, when will this government stop relying on
old strategies that aren’t working and implement policies
to deal with the job losses in my riding?

Hon. Brad Duguid: Again, in the month of October,
manufacturing jobs were up 32,900 in the province of
Ontario. Last month—overall, not the best month for On-
tario—manufacturing jobs were still up 11,600 net new
jobs. Again, not a peep from the member of the oppos-
ition on any of that positive information. In fact, London
has gained over 3,800 net new jobs in the last year.
Again, the member ignores that good-news information
in his community.

There are parts of this province that are struggling
more than most. That’s why we set up the Southwestern
Ontario Development Fund. Shamefully, that member
voted against that fund. Some $2.9 million have been in-
vested in the London area, leveraging nearly $30 million
in private sector investment in London and creating jobs
in that community. We’re creating jobs right across the
province.

CONSUMER PROTECTION

Mr. Jagmeet Singh: My question is to the Minister of
Government and Consumer Services. During the holiday
season, many charities give out gift cards to help clients
afford food and gifts for their families. Last week, we
uncovered the outrageous practice that Money Mart was
using to take advantage of the most vulnerable people in
Ontario by paying out 50 cents on the dollar for gift cards.

While we are encouraged, in fact, that Money Mart
has announced they’re suspending this program, how will
the government—how will the minister—ensure that
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Money Mart doesn’t resume this shameful practice once
the spotlight is turned off?

Hon. David Orazietti: | want to thank the member
opposite for the question. Obviously, this practice, we
believe, is impacting vulnerable consumers in Ontario,
and that’s why we sent enforcement folks from our
ministry to Hamilton to investigate. We reached out to
Money Mart immediately on hearing this information,
and the program is now suspended, as the member has
indicated. I’'m certainly pleased with that.

We have a strong record in our government of con-
sumer protection and of increasing and enhancing
consumer protection measures for Ontarians. We will
continue to review this matter and ensure that regulations
are put in place. We have proposed legislation coming in
the spring following a very exhaustive consultation that
took place this past spring prior to the election. We
would likely have more progress on that legislation had
an election not been called, but we have some very good
recommendations coming forward to enhance legislation
to protect consumers on this issue.

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Bas Balkissoon): Supple-
mentary?

Mr. Jagmeet Singh: The minister has had 11 years—
this government has had 11 years—to address this prob-
lem and they have not addressed this problem. Minister,
it’s not just Money Mart that has this predatory practice.
As soon as we brought this issue to your attention, we
learned that other payday loan companies are offering a
similar program. For example, Cash Corner is offering a
very similar gift card program to vulnerable Ontarians in
the Niagara region. New Democrats have long called for
sweeping and wholesale reform to put the brakes on this
predatory industry, and this government has done
nothing.

Will this government follow the example set by other
provinces and finally commit to wholesale reform to
properly regulate this predatory industry?

Hon. David Orazietti: The member knows that the
comments he’s making are not completely accurate, be-
cause these are practices that evolve with these organiz-
ations as they continue to look for new ways to increase
their financial betterment at the expense, often, of vul-
nerable consumers. We need to make sure—and we need
to be vigilant—that we are continuing to move forward
with regulations and legislation that help to protect con-
sumers in the province of Ontario.

As soon as we became aware of this issue, we acted.
This process and this activity is now stopped in the prov-
ince of Ontario. We have changes coming. I am not
aware of any jurisdiction in North America where there is
legislation or regulations that regulate the resale of gift
cards in North America. However, we obviously want to
take all steps that we can to protect consumers.

PENSION PLANS

Ms. Daiene Vernile: My question is for the Minister
of Finance. Minister, in my riding of Kitchener Centre,
I’m hearing from people who are having very much

trouble saving for their retirement. There are many
studies that do show that Ontarians simply are not saving
enough for their retirement years.

Our government committed to improving the re-
tirement income system in the 2013 Ontario economic
outlook and fiscal review. Just to recap this three-part
strategy, it focuses on people without workplace pension
plans, people with self-directed retirement savings and
people with defined benefit plans.

Minister, | understand that you are planning on intro-
ducing PRPP legislation this afternoon that is going to
bolster our retirement pension strategy. Can you please
further tell this House why it is that we need this plan?

Hon. Charles Sousa: Thank you to the member for
Kitchener Centre for her question.

Less than 35% of workers in Ontario have a work-
place pension plan. Coverage for workers in the private
sector is even lower, with only 28% having membership
in a benefit plan.

These numbers are alarming, and that’s why this after-
noon | plan on introducing PRPP legislation. I’m proud
that this government is taking a balanced strategy to
ensure Ontarians are better able to enjoy their retirement
years.

The PRPP will be part of our plan for a comprehensive
retirement strategy for their security. If passed, PRPP
will allow Ontarians working for small to medium-sized
businesses, as well as self-employed, to benefit from vol-
untary retirement savings tools at lower administration
costs.

Building a strong retirement savings system so Ontar-
ians can have a secure retirement future is a key pillar in
our four-part plan to build Ontario up.

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Bas Balkissoon): Supple-
mentary?

Ms. Daiene Vernile: Thank you to the minister for his
response. It’s very encouraging to hear that our govern-
ment is committed to ensuring a strong and secure retire-
ment income system to help people when they reach their
retirement years.

We know that in the 2014 budget our government
committed to introducing PRPP legislation this fall. But
hasn’t the federal government already introduced its own
PRPP bill? They did this back in 2012.

Minister, can you please tell us how the legislation
that you plan on introducing this afternoon is going to
compare with the federal legislation when passed?

Hon. Charles Sousa: Again, thank you to the member
for Kitchener Centre for the supplementary question.

The member from Kitchener Centre is correct. PRPPs
were first introduced by the federal government in De-
cember 2012 to provide individuals under federal juris-
dictions with a new retirement savings tool. Legislation
must now be passed by each province before PRPPs can
be made available to the individuals employed in provin-
cially regulated sectors and self-employed individuals.

Our government committed in the 2014 budget to
introduce a legislative framework for PRPPs. It is an im-
portant part of our government’s three-pronged strategy
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to enhance retirement savings in Ontario. If passed, our
province will join British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatch-
ewan and Nova Scotia in providing this voluntary retire-
ment savings tool to ensure that people across this
province can retire with dignity and security.

1110

WINTER HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE

Mr. Michael Harris: My question is to the Minister
of Transportation. In just the first month of this govern-
ment’s winter road-clearing plan for 2014-15, we see that
while we may have a new minister, he’s working off the
former minister’s tired old script. He’s employing the
same old failed strategy of fining the heck out of con-
tractors for traffic tie-ups and then walking away think-
ing the problem is fixed.

Will the minister tell us how effective the over $3.2
million in fines handed to contractors last year have been
in preventing road closures this year?

Hon. Steven Del Duca: | thank the member opposite
for that question. | believe that member knows, because
I’ve said it in many times in this House and outside of
this House, that road and highway safety is, in fact, one
of my most important responsibilities when you look at
the mandate that | received from the Premier to deliver as
Minister of Transportation.

It’s one of the reasons that, not that many weeks ago,
we announced that we would be releasing more equip-
ment in southern Ontario—50 new pieces of equipment,
specifically—to join with the 55 new pieces of equip-
ment that were deployed last February in northern On-
tario. It’s why we have new inspectors out on the ground.
It’s why we’ve moved swiftly when there had been
incidents that have occurred so far this winter.

We will continue to work very closely with our area
maintenance contractors. We’ll continue to work closely
with communities right across the province and, of
course, we encourage drivers to drive according to the
conditions of the road and to work with us as partners, as
they always do, to ensure that our roads remain amongst
the safest in North America.

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Bas Balkissoon): Supple-
mentary?

Mr. Michael Harris: It’s always the drivers’ fault—
always.

Speaker, just two weeks ago the minister announced
new fines for the southern Ontario contractor for the
QEW mess in late November. Then last week, another re-
view, and surely fines to follow, for a Highway 17 clos-
ure in northern Ontario due to snow. This broken merry-
go-round routine of winter road closure, government
review and contractor fines may be filling government
coffers, but it has done nothing to improve what’s
becoming a road-clearing crisis. Yet we’re still two
weeks, in fact, from winter officially.

Instead of just fining our winter maintenance partners,
will the minister commit today to exercise his responsi-

bility and work with the contractors to address problems
ahead of time so that we can prevent them from occur-
ring in the first place?

Hon. Steven Del Duca: | want to thank the member
again for that follow-up question. | would say that since
the end of last winter, right through to the beginning of
this winter, the Ministry of Transportation has worked
very closely with our area maintenance contractors. By
and large, throughout this winter maintenance season so
far, our contractors have performed well.

Of course, there have been circumstances, and the
member has referenced a couple of them, where it is
possible—and, in one case, likely—that a contractor was
out of compliance with contractual obligations. That’s
why the Ministry of Transportation, as per the contract,
filed notices of non-compliance.

We continue to work closely with our partners: the
contractors themselves. We encourage drivers, as I’ve
said before, to drive according to the conditions of the
road. And we, as the ministry, will continue to enforce
the contracts to ensure that our partners are actually in
compliance.

PAPER MILL

Mr. John Vanthof: My question is to the Minister of
Natural Resources. Pardon my voice. Last Friday, resi-
dents of Iroquois Falls got a huge lump of coal for Christ-
mas as Resolute Forest Products announced that they
were closing the paper mill. The paper mill is the pillar
employer in that community—not just in that commun-
ity, but in that whole region. Because the forest industry
is highly integrated, this is going to impact other mills.
It’s going to impact suppliers. It’s going to impact right
down to the grocery store. It’s going to be huge. The last
shift is just before Christmas.

A bigger issue: It was also announced that the heat for
the mill will be shut off in February. So the residents of
Iroquois Falls—and they are a very resourceful people—
they will basically have only a month—not even—to look
for options on how to use that infrastructure. What we’re
asking today is: Will the minister stand with us and keep
that mill heated so the residents of Iroquois Falls and of
northern Ontario have a chance to look for options for
their future?

Hon. Bill Mauro: | thank the member for the ques-
tion. 1 got the call on Friday morning about half an hour
before the press release went out. Let me just take a
minute to offer my concern and support and anguish to
the new mayor, who, quite frankly, sounds like he has
been hit by a truck: Mayor Shea—very difficult circum-
stances. | also talked to Al Spacek in his capacity with
FONOM and have committed to meet with them as soon
as we can, or as soon as they are able.

The member makes a good point: The integration of
the forestry sector is also at play here. As difficult as this
is for the community of Iroquois Falls, this decision by
Resolute obviously has implications for the sawmills in
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the region as well. If they lose their biggest customer for
their chips and the residual that comes out of their saw-
mills, it has a big implication for them.

We’re open and willing to discuss any options that
may be available, and have already extended that to the
mayor and to FONOM as well.

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Bas Balkissoon): Supple-
mentary?

Mr. John Vanthof: 1I’d like to thank the minister for
his response, but the crucial question is still—maybe
everyone doesn’t know this, but in northern Ontario,
once a frost sets in a building, it’s ruined. We’ve got a
month because, basically, when you shut her down be-
fore Christmas, you’re not going to do much over Christ-
mas. On the 1st of February, the heat is off. We’ve got
basically a month.

I’m impressed by what he has done so far, but we need
the government to stand with the people of northeastern
Ontario and make sure that that mill stays heated so we
have the option to look at our future.

Hon. Bill Mauro: This facility, as | understand it, is
primarily and only a newsprint-producing facility. I’'m
not in a position to state with certainty exactly what’s
possible with this facility. But what | do know is that this
decision was based solely on the fact that newsprint
demand over the last 10 or 15 years has basically been
cut by 50%, 60%, 70% in North America or worldwide. |
don’t know how much opportunity there is to transfer this
facility into some other capacity. What | do know is that
it has an impact on the greater region.

I’'m willing to listen; we’re willing to talk. | can’t
make any commitments to you here today. But at the
heart of this is the fact that there is, and continues to be, a
significant declining demand for newsprint in the North
American markets. That is what fundamentally under-
pinned the decision that was made by Resolute last week.

I would say it wasn’t just in Ontario; they closed two
machines in Quebec as well. | asked them, “Are you
transferring capacity to another jurisdiction?” No. They
just removed the capacity from the system. There’s no
market for newsprint anymore—or a significantly declin-
ing market.

SPECIAL-NEEDS STUDENTS

Ms. Indira Naidoo-Harris: My question is for the
Minister of Children and Youth Services. Minister, in my
riding of Halton, we have a growing number of young
families, and an increasing number of young children
who are approaching school age. There’s no question:
Communication is a key skill for kids in school life, and
we know that the sooner we address speech and language
difficulties in a child’s life, the more successful they tend
to be. But when speech and language difficulties go un-
detected, they can have a devastating effect on the lives
of children and youth.

Minister, studies show us that about one in 10 children
need help developing speech and language skills. This
means that a lot of young people in my riding could be
facing an uphill battle.

Minister, what steps has the Ministry of Children and
Youth Services taken on this issue?

Hon. Tracy MacCharles: Thank you to the member
from Halton for asking this very important question. Just
last week, we committed an additional $6.9 million over
the next two years to Ontario’s Preschool Speech and
Language Program. Prior to this investment, the funding
for the program totalled $36.2 million. What this really
means, in terms of how it affects children, is that it will
benefit 10,000 more children who need speech and lan-
guage services.

We’re very proud of our achievements with the
Ontario Preschool Speech and Language Program. Last
year it provided services to more than 58,000 children
with important communication and support services. This
will make it easier for children and their families to
access services sooner, and provide the resources they
need to progress through their important developmental
stages of life.

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Bas Balkissoon): Supple-
mentary?

Ms. Indira Naidoo-Harris: Thank you to the minister
for highlighting how our government is working to make
sure children who experience speech and language dis-
orders get the services and the help they need in the
critical early years.

I know members in my riding will be happy to know
that the government will be providing millions of dollars
in funding for ErinoakKids, an agency leader in the de-
velopment of children’s speech and language skills. This
funding will help thousands of children get vital pre-
school speech and language therapy services.

Minister, | would be interested in knowing how these
investments fit into our government’s Special Needs
Strategy and how quickly these investments will begin to
be seen.

1120

Hon. Tracy MacCharles: Earlier this year, our gov-
ernment announced our Special Needs Strategy with the
goal of improving the experience and outcomes for chil-
dren with special needs. It will improve the services for
children and their families by offering earlier identifi-
cation, improved service planning and coordination in the
delivery of rehabilitation services.

What'’s really important, Speaker, is this funding will
be allocated to the 31 preschool and language agencies in
a very fair and transparent manner.

It’s also important to note that every agency will re-
ceive funding to reduce their wait-lists—absolutely every
agency. Half that money will flow this fiscal, which goes
until March, and families will be able to start benefiting
sooner from this funding, and almost immediately.

I look forward to working together with our common
goal, which is an Ontario where every child and youth
succeeds.

DEFIBRILLATION EQUIPMENT

Mr. Randy Hillier: My question is for the Minister of
Community Safety and Correctional Services. Minister,
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my federal counterpart, Scott Reid, had donated defibril-
lators to our local police forces a few years back. How-
ever, when the OPP took over the Perth police in April of
last year, the OPP removed this life-saving equipment
from their police cars. For three months, | have asked for
a response from you, but to no avail.

Minister, it’s anyone’s guess where these AEDs are
now. But, more importantly, why would the OPP, who
are often the first responders to our highway accidents,
remove these AEDs, and why can’t you answer a simple
question from a member of this Legislature?

Hon. Yasir Naqvi: First of all, | want to take this
opportunity to thank our OPP officers for the incredible
work they do in our communities 24/7. We should be
thanking them every single moment, given the work they
do, putting themselves in dangerous situations in our
communities.

I have had a great opportunity, as the Minister of
Community Safety and Correctional Services, to meet
with a lot of OPP officers, to visit detachments and meet
mayors whose communities benefit from the services that
the OPP officers provide. At every instance, Speaker, |
have residents and local leaders telling me how grateful
they are to the OPP services.

I have had the opportunity—the member has raised the
issue, and | have assured the member opposite that we
are looking into this matter. Once | have more fulsome
information available, I will be sitting down with him
and relaying that to him.

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Bas Balkissoon): Supple-
mentary?

Mr. Randy Hillier: Back to the minister: Minister, for
three months now, | have called your office. | have sent
you letters. | have spoken with you in this House. Where
are these AEDs? Minister, please explain to me, and
everybody in this House, the logic behind your policy
that removes defibrillators from our police services.

Minister, what you just did, that response, was atro-
cious. I’ve got a simple question to you: Where are the
AEDs, and why do you have such a ridiculous policy that
takes AEDs out of OPP cruisers?

Hon. Yasir Nagvi: | think the member opposite very
much recognizes, and I’m sure everybody in this House
will expect, that when it comes to decisions like what
equipment to use and how to use it, that it is not a pol-
itical decision. That is a decision that is made by the On-
tario Provincial Police, as it should be. That is not a
decision that we, the non-experts in matters relating to
policing, should be making.

As | have given my commitment to the member op-
posite, as my office has been working with the member
opposite, we are looking into the matter. As soon as we
have that information available, Speaker, we will share it
with the member, and | will even take his advice into
account. But, again, when it comes to matters of safety
and security of our communities, 1 will listen to our pol-
ice service. | will listen to the OPP any single day versus
this member opposite.

AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY

Mr. Wayne Gates: Mr. Speaker, my question is to the
Premier. Auto industry jobs are vital to Ontario. Econo-
mists are telling us that for every one job in a major auto
assembly plant, there are 10 spinoff jobs that depend on
it. Auto sales are strong, but there are worries about more
auto plants leaving Ontario as the Canadian manufactur-
ing footprint commitment signed in 2009 is coming to an
end.

I’m surprised to see the Conservatives talking about
this. They were clear in 2009: “Let GM fail and let the
jobs leave Ontario.” Without an auto strategy, the Liber-
als will be putting manufacturing jobs at risk in the exact
same way the PCs wanted to back then.

Will this government commit to a unified and
integrated auto strategy for this province that will protect
our manufacturing sector and keep good-paying jobs here
in Ontario, in places like Oshawa, St. Catharines, Niag-
ara, Windsor and Ingersoll?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: The Minister of Economic
Development, Employment and Infrastructure.

Hon. Brad Duguid: | want to thank the member for
his passion for the auto sector. It’s great to see that
coming from the NDP. It’s great to see it coming from
the member because, to be frank, just a number of weeks
ago we announced a very significant investment in Allis-
ton, an $857-million investment by Honda to support
4,000 jobs and tens of thousands of supply chain jobs,
with an investment from the province of $85.7 million,
and the view from the NDP was lukewarm at best. So if
your position is that you support the investments we’ve
made—in all, we’ve invested $800 million over the last
10 years in the sector to accrue $10 billion of investment
from the private sector in Ontario’s auto sector. If you
support those investments, we’re really pleased to have
your support.

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Bas Balkissoon): Supple-
mentary?

Mr. Wayne Gates: Minister, you might not know
that, but I participated in the 2009 footprint agreement, so
I absolutely have passion for the auto sector.

We’ve lost jobs in the truck plant. We’ve lost jobs in
transmission. We’ve lost jobs in the components plant.
The footprint is important. We have so many advantages
here in Ontario that manufacturers look to: our low Can-
adian dollar, our universal medical system and our highly
educated and skilled workforce. General Motors is com-
mitted to keeping 16% of its North American manufac-
turing here in Canada with the agreement signed in 2009.
It is ending in 2016. What we need now is a promise
from this Liberal government that they will support an
extension of the Canadian manufacturing footprint com-
mitment.

With a comprehensive, sensible and unified auto plan,
we can protect thousands and thousands of manufactur-
ing jobs and pensions—just as important, pensions—here
in Ontario. Can we expect this government to do just
that?
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Hon. Brad Duguid: The member can expect this gov-
ernment to do what we’ve been doing, and that is to keep
working with our auto sector partners making very sig-
nificant investments in the auto sector; $800 million
we’ve invested over the last 10 years to accrue $10 bil-
lion of private sector investment. That’s the biggest com-
mitment any government has ever made to the auto
sector.

We’ll continue to work with our auto partners. We’ll
continue to work hard to continue to maintain and grow
that footprint that the member talks about.

I welcome his passion. | hope that the NDP’s words
are matched by their actions as they support the invest-
ments that we have made and will continue to make in
the auto sector in this province.

VICTIM SERVICES AWARDS

Mrs. Cristina Martins: Ma question est pour la
procureure générale. Attorney General, | understand that
each year you recognize the exceptional achievements of
dedicated professionals and volunteers in the field of
victim services in Ontario with your victim services
awards of distinction. These services are essential to vic-
tims of crime. The services include counselling, referrals
and financial support, which all work to decrease the
trauma that victims experience.

My riding of Davenport has a humber of shining ex-
amples of organizations that provide these crucial ser-
vices. West Neighbourhood House provides counselling
services for women and children who are experiencing or
have experienced abusive relationships. These counsel-
lors work to help victims make positive changes in their
own lives.

The individuals who do work in this field should be
proud of what they do, and | feel they should be publicly
recognized. Speaker, can the Attorney General please
share more information about these awards and inform
this House who would be eligible for a victim services
award of distinction?

1130

Hon. Madeleine Meilleur: First of all, let me say
thank you to the member from Davenport for this very
important question.

The victim services awards of distinction were estab-
lished in 2006 to recognize the high-quality services and
support that people and organizations provide to victims
of crime on a daily basis throughout the province. The
awards were created to recognize the great work of
individuals who are personally impacted by crime and
have raised the profile of victims’ issues in Ontario.

The nominee must be an Ontario resident and may be
an individual victim of crime, their family members or
others personally impacted by crime who have raised the
profile of victims’ issues in Ontario; volunteers who offer
their time and personal resources to help victims; pro-
fessional practitioners and paid victim services providers
who have gone above and beyond their duty; or pro-

grams, groups or organizations that deliver innovative
services to victims of crime.

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Bas Balkissoon): Supple-
mentary?

Mrs. Cristina Martins: | thank the Attorney General
for that response. | am pleased to hear that our govern-
ment recognizes the exceptional achievement of dedicat-
ed professionals and volunteers in the field of victim
services, as well as the good work of individual victims.

I know of individuals in my constituency who have
dedicated countless hours towards this honourable cause.
I also strongly believe that once an individual goes
through a program such as this, the individual, as well as
the community, benefits.

Can the Attorney General please tell this House how
to nominate and submit an application for the victim ser-
vices awards?

Hon. Madeleine Meilleur: Thank you to the member
of Davenport for a very important question.

If you would like to submit a nomination, you need to
complete a nomination form, and those nomination forms
are available on my ministry’s website.

Your nomination form must be signed by either the
nominee or a person authorized to sign the form. Detailed
instructions that explain how to complete and submit a
nomination are included on the form. Completed forms
need to be mailed to the Attorney General’s victim ser-
vices awards of distinction, and the deadline is December
12, this upcoming Friday.

I encourage all members to consider submitting an
application to recognize someone from their riding. The
individuals who work and volunteer in this field are
essential to the community, and on behalf of my ministry
and the Premier, | want to thank all of them who are
helping those victims.

DRUG SHORTAGE

Mrs. Gila Martow: My question is for the Premier. In
the past two years, there have been over 500 reports of
pharmaceuticals that are either in short supply or com-
pletely unavailable. Why has this government made no
apparent effort to ensure that our province’s health care
needs—specifically, life-saving medication—are being
met?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: Well, in fact, what the
member opposite is alleging is not actually the case. We
have worked across the country with our colleague prov-
inces to make sure that there is a rational process where-
by those drugs that come on the market and are available
elsewhere become available at a cost that is reasonable
across the country. We have actually worked through the
Council of the Federation of Premiers, through the Minis-
ters of Health, to make sure there is a process that’s
nationwide and allows for the accessibility of pharma-
ceuticals across the country.

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Bas Balkissoon): Supple-
mentary?
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Mrs. Gila Martow: Mr. Speaker, our provincial
counterparts in other provinces are already working co-
operatively with the federal government to address this
issue and produce concrete solutions. We all heard from
people from the Epilepsy Foundation last week that
they’re having trouble finding their meds.

The reality is this: Ontarians are simply not getting the
best health care available, and their government is not
looking at proactive solutions to get health care back on
track and shortages under control.

When will this government start taking Ontario’s drug
shortage problem seriously?

Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne: We’re actually working
with the other provinces as well, we’re working as part of
that national process, so I’m not sure exactly where the
member opposite is getting her information, because we
are part of that pan-Canadian process; in fact, our
Minister of Health was very much a part of creating that
panel. So we are working across the country. We have a
good working relationship with the health ministers
across the country, and we will continue to work—as
drugs become available, as they are proven to be effi-
cacious, and as we work with our colleagues across the
country—to make sure they are available to people in
Ontario.

CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES

Mrs. Lisa Gretzky: My question is to the Minister of
Community Safety and Correctional Services. In Septem-
ber, | wrote the minister asking when the South West
Detention Centre would accommodate male intermittent
offenders. Now, four months later, I’m informed that, for
the time being, male intermittents from Windsor will
continue to be sent to Elgin-Middlesex Detention Centre
because it is under capacity. In the time he took to
answer my letter, one offender committed suicide and the
facility was on lockdown for a week. Overcrowding at
EMDC has been one of the triggers for all the problems
there. Does the minister truly believe this facility is under
capacity?

Hon. Yasir Naqvi: | thank the member opposite for
asking this question. As the member alluded to herself,
she has written to me on this issue and | sent her a
response letting her know that the South West Detention
Centre is going through the process of making sure that it
gets to full capacity.

But as | explained to her before, and as | think all
members will recognize, when you open a new detention
centre, you don’t just open all the doors immediately and
get it filled up. There’s a process. There’s a protocol that
is put in place to, in a progressive way, open the deten-
tion centre, primarily to ensure the health and safety of
our correctional staff. They work extremely hard, and we
need to make sure that they are comfortable with the new
facility and they know all the protocols well. As that pro-
cess is under way, we’ll make sure that the South West
Detention Centre is filled fully to its capacity.

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Bas Balkissoon): Supple-
mentary?

Mrs. Lisa Gretzky: Perhaps the minister didn’t under-
stand the question—I asked the minister if he truly
believes EMDC is under capacity, not South West Deten-
tion Centre.

Just because you can do something doesn’t mean you
should. The minister thinks that throwing a mattress or
two on the floor is a safe and effective way to increase
capacity. He thinks that shuffling offenders out of EMDC
to make room for intermittent offenders doesn’t cost the
taxpayers anything. Perhaps the minister should head
down to Toronto South today and attend their informa-
tion picket after question period. Maybe then he will ac-
tually gain an understanding of our correctional faciities.

Why won’t the minister listen to corrections officers,
inmates and families, and fix the deplorable state of cor-
rections in Ontario?

Hon. Yasir Naqvi: It’s very clear what the member
opposite is trying to do. She’s trying to inject herself in a
collective bargaining process, which is highly inappro-
priate. I think the member opposite should know better—
there is collective bargaining that is going on, and we
should respect that process.

Our focus is to make sure that we do transform our
correctional system. The Premier has given me a very
strong mandate in that regard, and we will do so by
working with our correctional staff, working with our
management, working with the experts, to make sure that
we are focused on rehabilitation and reintegration of our
inmates as they come back into our community, also at
the same time ensuring that our correctional facilities are
safe places to work for our hard-working correctional
staff.

The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Bas Balkissoon): There
being no deferred votes, this House is recessed until 1
p.m.

The House recessed from 1138 to 1300.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Mrs. Kathryn McGarry: It’s my pleasure to wel-
come today some guests from the Golden Age Village for
the Elderly in our members’ gallery. We have David
Di¢u Pham, vice-chair; Linh Nguyén, treasurer; ST Minh
Tran, deputy secretary general; and Tanya Thanh Nha
Nguyén, secretary general. Thank you for coming.

MEMBERS’ STATEMENTS

JASON VERKAIK

Mrs. Julia Munro: | would like to congratulate Jason
Verkaik from my riding, a Holland Marsh farmer who
was the recipient of the Premier’s Award for Agri-Food
Innovation Excellence.

Jason is the owner of Carron Farms, which grows
heirloom carrots that come in red, purple, black, white,
yellow and orange. He received the Premier’s award for
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his work that adapts existing computerized equipment
from Europe to ensure that each bag contains not only the
right weight, but the proper mix of colours.

Jason has had many previous successes, as well,
having been a finalist for the Ontario Outstanding Young
Farmers award in 2011.

Congratulations to Jason on all your success, and to
the entire Carron Farms family. Thank you for contribut-
ing not only to our local community but to the entire
province.

It is because of people like Jason that Ontario’s agri-
food sector is so vibrant and remains crucial to our
provincial economy. | can also attest to the flavour of the
many carrots that Jason grows on his farm. It’s fun to get
a bag of many-coloured carrots.

DENTAL CARE

Mr. Paul Miller: I rise today to commend the advo-
cacy efforts of two dental hygiene students at the Ontario
Dental Education Institute in  Ancaster. Nicole
Obermeyer and Rachelle Taylor recently met with my
constituency staff to advocate for better access to dental
care.

I was shocked to learn that for every $100 spent on
oral health in Ontario, this government contributes just
$1.50. Nicole and Rachelle ask that we make preventive
care more widely available, that we increase dental fund-
ing to the Canadian average and that we improve pro-
grams for housebound citizens. Nicole and Rachelle
presented their ideas with passion, intelligence and elo-
quence, a standard that each of us in this House aspires
to.

People in low-paid and precarious work rarely have
access to benefit packages, and certainly not to the ones
that include good dental coverage, yet dental diseases
result in pain, serious health problems and heavy finan-
cial cost. One in six Canadians do not seek dental care,
even when they are in dire pain, because they cannot
afford it.

The people who decide that dental care is not import-
ant are usually those who already have excellent care
through benefit packages, as we do here at Queen’s Park.
I was appalled to learn from my NDP colleague from
Nickel Belt this morning that this government is cutting
preventive dental care for tens of thousands of vulnerable
children. 1 will fight these unjust cuts and instead advo-
cate for wider access to dental care in Ontario, as Nicole
and Rachelle have argued.

LOUISE SPROULE

Mr. Grant Crack: | rise today to recognize an out-
standing citizen in my riding of Glengarry—Prescott—
Russell. On November 6, this province acknowledged an
Ontario citizen for her impactful and long-standing
commitment to the community. The Lieutenant Governor
presented 13 awards at a ceremony held here in Toronto,
including one to Louise Sproule of Vankleek Hill, who

was recognized with a 2014 Ontario Medal for Good
Citizenship.

This award, created in 1973, recognizes people who
have made an exceptional long-term contribution to the
quality of life in their communities. Louise was
acknowledged for her extraordinary commitment to local
fundraising efforts and for her enormously important
Yes, Women Can! event which showcases female entre-
preneurs.

She was also responsible for spearheading and organ-
izing the restoration of the historic Higginson Tower in
Vankleek Hill, which was originally built in 1932 as a
wind-powered gristmill and then transformed into an
observatory tower.

In 2013 she celebrated her incredible 20th anniversary
of ownership of The Review—that’s a local newspaper—
a beacon of award-winning journalism, community
engagement and charitable involvement.

I first had the opportunity of meeting Louise in 1994
when | was mayor of Alexandria. Throughout my politic-
al career, Louise and The Review have always provided
comprehensive political coverage; there were only a few
editorials, perhaps, that raised my eyebrows.

Her commitment to her community demonstrates the
spirit of active citizenship. | am extremely proud of
Louise and | would like to extend my heartfelt thanks and
appreciation on behalf of everyone in Glengarry—
Prescott—Russell. Congratulations, Louise: You’re a very
worthy recipient of this year’s Ontario Medal for Good
Citizenship.

SALVATION ARMY

Mr. Norm Miller: | rise in this House today to
recognize an extraordinary effort by the Salvation Army
Central East Division. On December 1, the Salvation
Army collected over 12,000 pounds of donations for the
local food bank in the town of Bracebridge. In one day,
with over 150 volunteers from the community—
including local emergency services staff—they were able
to accomplish this. Some 12,000 pounds of food in one
day is an amazing feat.

I would like to recognize all the volunteers who
contributed to make the holiday food drive a success. I’'m
proud of the generosity of individuals with both the
donations of food and time through volunteering.
Through these efforts, the Salvation Army provides a
tremendous service to our communities across Ontario.

On December 12—this Friday—I will be participating
in the local Moose FM Kids Christmas Radiothon in
support of the Salvation Army. The annual radiothon is
run by Moose stations in Huntsville, Bracebridge and
Parry Sound. Money raised through the radiothon con-
tributes tens of thousands of dollars annually to provide
much-needed services, including emergency food relief,
emergency assistance with utilities, and emergency
housing and accommodations.

Locally, the Salvation Army also gets results through
non-traditional methods. One which | would like to



8 DECEMBRE 2014

ASSEMBLEE LEGISLATIVE DE L’ONTARIO 1847

highlight is the donation of firewood for families and
individuals in need, particularly with winters like the one
we experienced last year. The difference in people’s lives
that the donations to the Salvation Army make cannot be
measured simply in dollar amounts.

I would like to thank Lieutenant Fred Reid, pastor of
the Salvation Army in Bracebridge, and all of the Sal-
vation Army and volunteers for the great work they do in
providing this assistance to families in need, particularly
at this time of year.

DENTAL CARE

M™ France Gélinas: | rise today to sound the alarm
bells about cuts coming to dental care to vulnerable chil-
dren here in our province. In August 2015, about eight
short months from now, this government plans to remove
clinical preventative oral health services from the Ontario
Public Health Standards. What does that mean, Speaker?
It means that thousands of children whom public health
units identified as in need of preventative oral health care
will lose access.

The government says that they have increased eligibil-
ity to 70,000 children as of April of this year. They say
that they are integrating several different programs and
that funding will stay the same. This all sounds pretty
good, but it could be quite misleading because, come
August of next year, the new program’s proposed income
cut-off will mean that services will be denied to thou-
sands and thousands of children in need of oral care.

Don’t take it from me, Mr. Speaker. Listen to Dr.
David McKeown, medical officer of health for Toronto
Public Health. He says that for his public health, 15,000
children will be cut off. Go to northwestern Ontario with
Dr. Mark Perrault from the Northwestern Health Unit,
and he says that 98% of their children will no longer
qualify. The Association of Local Public Health Agen-
cies is also sounding the alarm bell. Things have to
change. Those children need our support.

1310

LISAARD HOUSE

Mrs. Kathryn McGarry: Last week, | attended the
annual feather party in support of Lisaard House in
Cambridge and chatted with executive director Connie
Dwyer, who reminded me about what a special place it
is.

In 1998, Sheila O’Donovan and her late husband, Val,
founder of COM DEV in Cambridge, gave $1 million to
establish a free-standing residential hospice in Waterloo
region. Today, Lisaard House is a cancer hospice
providing quality end-of-life palliative care. Staff
welcomes its residents without charge to a home-like
environment offering support to the resident and their
family.

I recall Val saying, “l want Lisaard House to be better
than home,” and in many ways this hospice achieves just
that. All six bedrooms have a gorgeous view through

large-windowed doors and all rooms are decorated with
serene countryside paintings. The sunroom with lounge
chairs and heated floors is a favourite spot for all to
watch birds at the feeders.

When | used to refer families to Lisaard House, |
knew that staff and volunteers would look after residents’
needs and let them focus on making the most of their last
days. | commend the dedicated staff and volunteers for
the incredible care they give to these families at such an
emotional time in their journey. | know that Cambridge
citizens will continue to support Lisaard as it opens a
new hospice named Innisfree with another eight to 10
beds in the very near future.

FISCAL POLICIES

Mr. Michael Harris: While we’ve recently seen a
return to the old Liberal politics of blaming Ottawa for
our province’s fiscal woes, we’ve also seen a reminder of
the benefits of Conservative economic values, both on a
national and local level.

| spoke a couple of weeks ago about the economic
example set by Wilmot council in achieving debt-free
status. So too can this province learn from the examples
being set by the very government Wynne Liberals point
at with one hand while seeking handouts with the other.

Instead of pointing fingers under a cloud of a $12.5-
billion deficit, the province would do well to learn from a
federal government that has achieved a $1.6-billion
surplus.

Interjections.

Mr. Michael Harris: I’m glad the finance minister is
here to listen to this. While Ontario’s deficit grows more
ominous with each scandal, squandering tax dollars on
eHealth, gas plants and MaRS buildings, the federal
surplus means a whole realm of opportunities for Canad-
ians.

In implementing Conservative economic values instead
of feeding a government spending addiction, the Harper
team is supporting and giving back to Canadian families.
In fact, the federal government has announced a $27-
billion package of family-focused tax cuts, including
income-splitting for families for a possible $2,000 benefit
and an increase and expansion of the universal child care
benefit of up to $160 a month.

You see, this is what leadership looks like: taking care
of economic priorities in order to take better care of our
people. When members opposite are pointing their
fingers at Ottawa, I’d ask them to take a look at their
target, as if they don’t learn from the national example,
it’s the closest they’ll get to fiscal responsibility here in
Ontario for the next four years.

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

Ms. Daiene Vernile: Mr. Speaker, | have some
positive information to offer you from Waterloo region.
This past Friday, | had the opportunity of joining female
engineering students and faculty at the University of
Waterloo, where they have the largest school of engineer-
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ing in Canada. The event was to mark the National Day
of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against
Women. With 14 female students lighting candles in a
very solemn memorial, we were reflecting on the events
25 years ago at the Ecole Polytechnique in Montreal.
Fourteen female engineering students there were sense-
lessly murdered, singled out by a disturbed gunman be-
cause of their gender.

I remember covering this tragic event and locally ask-
ing the question, what would compel someone to act out
so violently against women? Twenty-five years later,
we’re still asking that same question. In recent weeks, we
have seen a very heightened awareness surrounding this
issue. I’m encouraged to see our government taking
action to raise awareness, to support victims and to
remain committed to stopping violence and harassment
against women.

| have a daughter who is currently attending the
University of Waterloo, and she is the same age as some
of the victims who were killed on December 6, 1989. So
for her sake and for the sake of women and girls in my
community, across Ontario and Canada, we need to
remain vigilant in ending all forms of violence against
our gender.

MIRACLE LEAGUE OF OTTAWA

Mrs. Marie-France Lalonde: | rose before you for
the first time as the MPP for Ottawa—Orléans on July 8 to
talk about a project that’s very dear to me, the Miracle
League of Ottawa. At that time, | urged everyone to vote
online for this project. Though we did not win the grand
prize, the organization was lucky enough to receive a
generous donation from the Toronto Blue Jays.

Today, | rise again as a proud resident of Ottawa be-
cause we succeeded. We did it. We will soon have an
accessible baseball field.

It is a privilege and an honour to have been part of this
amazing adventure to build the first-ever baseball
diamond and playground for children with disabilities in
the country.

The president of the Miracle League of Ottawa, Mr.
David Gourlay, along with the mayor of Ottawa, Jim
Watson, city councillors Stephen Blais, Jody Mitic,
former councillor Rainer Bloess, representatives of the
Rotary Club of Orléans and, most of all, Bryce
Desrochers, an extraordinary 11-year-old boy with
cerebral palsy, joined me for the official groundbreaking
on November 28 at the future baseball field in Notre-
Dame-des-Champs.

This is a remarkable community project that will make
an enormous difference in the lives of local children and
their families.

VISITOR

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Rick Nicholls): Point of
order, the member from Leeds—Grenville.

Mr. Steve Clark: Thanks very much, Speaker. | ap-
preciate you hearing my point of order.

Ladies and gentlemen, I’d like to introduce to you a
friend of mine. He’s in the west members’ gallery. He
lives in the “Jewel of the Rideau.” I’d like to introduce to
you the former mayor of the municipality of Merrick-
ville-Wolford, Doug Struthers, a great friend of the
Legislature.

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ PUBLIC BUSINESS

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Rick Nicholls): | beg to
inform the House that, pursuant to standing order 98(c), a
change has been made to the order of precedence on the
ballot list for private members’ public business such that
Mr. Miller, Parry Sound—Muskoka, assumes ballot item
number 30 and Ms. Scott assumes ballot item number 52.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

ONTARIO RETIREMENT PENSION
PLAN ACT, 2014

LOI DE 2014 SUR LE REGIME
DE RETRAITE DE LA PROVINCE
DE L’ONTARIO

Ms. Hunter moved first reading of the following bill:

Bill 56, An Act to require the establishment of the
Ontario Retirement Pension Plan / Projet de loi 56, Loi
exigeant I’établissement du Régime de retraite de la
province de I’Ontario.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Rick Nicholls): Is it the
pleasure of the House that the motion carry? Carried.

First reading agreed to.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Rick Nicholls): |1
recognize the Associate Minister of Finance for a brief
statement.

Hon. Mitzie Hunter: Mr. Speaker, | rise in the House
today to introduce the Ontario Retirement Pension Plan
Act, 2014. This proposed act would, if passed, require the
establishment of the Ontario Retirement Pension Plan by
January 1, 2017, and lay out a framework for the creation
of the plan.

The Ontario Retirement Pension Plan would help to
strengthen the retirement income system and ensure that
working Ontarians are better able to enjoy their retire-
ment years.

POOLED REGISTERED PENSION
PLANS ACT, 2014

LOI DE 2014 SUR LES REGIMES
DE PENSION AGREES COLLECTIFS

Mr. Sousa moved first reading of the following bill:

Bill 57, An Act to create a framework for pooled
registered pension plans and to make consequential
amendments to other Acts/ Projet de loi 57, Loi créant
un cadre pour les régimes de pension agréés collectifs et
apportant des modifications corrélatives a d’autres lois.
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The Acting Speaker (Mr. Rick Nicholls): Is it the
pleasure of the House that the motion carry? Carried.

First reading agreed to.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Rick Nicholls): To the
Minister of Finance for a brief statement.

Hon. Charles Sousa: | rise in the House today to
introduce the Pooled Registered Pension Plan Act, 2014.
This proposed act would, if passed, provide a legal
framework for the establishment and administration of a
type of pension plan that is accessible to employees and
self-employed persons, and that pools the funds in
members’ accounts to achieve lower costs in relation to
investment management and plan administration.

MOTIONS

HOUSE SITTINGS

Hon. Yasir Naqvi: | move that pursuant to standing
order 6(c)(i), the House shall meet from 6:45 p.m. to 9:30
p.m. tonight, Monday, December 8, 2014, for the purpose
of considering government business.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Rick Nicholls): Is it the
pleasure of the House that the motion carry? | hear a no.

All those in favour, say “aye.”

All those opposed, say “nay.”

In my opinion, the ayes have it.

Call in the members. This will be a five-minute bell.

The division bells rang from 1323 to 1328.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Rick Nicholls): Members,
take your seats, please.

Mr. Nagvi has moved government notice of motion
number 13. All those in favour will please rise one at a
time and be recognized by the Clerk.

Ayes

McMeekin, Ted
Meilleur, Madeleine

Fraser, John
Gravelle, Michael

Albanese, Laura
Anderson, Granville

Baker, Yvan Hoggarth, Ann Milczyn, Peter Z.
Balkissoon, Bas Hunter, Mitzie Naidoo-Harris, Indira
Ballard, Chris Jaczek, Helena Nagqvi, Yasir
Berardinetti, Lorenzo Kiwala, Sophie Potts, Arthur
Bradley, James J. Kwinter, Monte Qaadri, Shafiq
Chan, Michael Lalonde, Marie-France  Rinaldi, Lou

Colle, Mike Leal, Jeff Sandals, Liz

Crack, Grant
Del Duca, Steven

MacCharles, Tracy
Malhi, Harinder

Sergio, Mario
Sousa, Charles

Delaney, Bob Mangat, Amrit Takhar, Harinder S.
Dhillon, Vic Martins, Cristina Vernile, Daiene
Dickson, Joe Matthews, Deborah Wong, Soo

Dong, Han Mauro, Bill Wynne, Kathleen O.
Duguid, Brad McGarry, Kathryn Zimmer, David

Flynn, Kevin Daniel McMahon, Eleanor

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Rick Nicholls): All those
opposed will please rise one at a time and be recognized
by the Clerk.

Nays

Arnott, Ted
Bailey, Robert
Barrett, Toby

Gretzky, Lisa
Hillier, Randy
Mantha, Michael

Taylor, Monique
Thompson, Lisa M.
Vanthof, John

Bisson, Gilles Miller, Norm Walker, Bill
Clark, Steve Munro, Julia Yakabuski, John
Fife, Catherine Sattler, Peggy Yurek, Jeff

Gélinas, France Tabuns, Peter

The Clerk of the Assembly (Ms. Deborah Deller):
The ayes are 50; the nays are 20.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Rick Nicholls): | declare
the motion carried.

Motion agreed to.

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ PUBLIC BUSINESS

Hon. Yasir Naqvi: Speaker, at this time, | believe you
will find that we have unanimous consent to put forward
a motion without notice regarding private members’
public business.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Rick Nicholls): Is there
unanimous consent? | recognize the government House
leader.

Hon. Yasir Naqvi: | move that, notwithstanding
standing order 98(g), notice for ballot items number 24,
25, 26, 27, 28, 29 and 30 be waived.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Rick Nicholls): Is it the
pleasure of the House? Agreed. Carried.

Motion agreed to.

PETITIONS

WORKPLACE INSURANCE

Mr. Bill Walker: “To the Legislative Assembly of
Ontario:

“Whereas, beginning on January 1, 2013, the WSIB
was expanded to include groups of employers and
principals who had previously been exempt from WSIB
and had private insurance; and

“Whereas this new financial burden does nothing to
improve worker safety and only drives up the cost of
doing business in Ontario;

“Therefore we, the undersigned, petition the Legisla-
tive Assembly of Ontario as follows:

“To repeal the statutory obligations created by Bill
119.”

I support this petition, will affix my signature and send
it with page Nicole.

ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE

M™ France Gélinas: | have this petition that comes
from all over Ontario:

“Whereas Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias
are progressive, degenerative diseases of the brain that
cause thinking, memory and physical functioning to be-
come seriously impaired;

“Whereas there is no known cause or cure for this
devastating illness; and

“Whereas Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias
also take their toll on hundreds of thousands of families
and care partners; and
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“Whereas Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias
affect more than 200,000 Ontarians today, with an annual
total economic burden rising to $15.7 billion by 2020;
and

“Whereas the cost related to the health care system is
in the billions and only going to increase, at a time when
our health care system is already facing enormous
financial challenges...;”

They petition the Legislative Assembly of Ontario as
follows:

“To approve the development of a comprehensive
Ontario dementia plan that would include the develop-
ment of strategies in primary health care, in health
promotion and prevention of illness, in community de-
velopment, in building community capacity and care
partner engagement, in caregiver support and investments
in research.”

I fully support this petition, will affix my name to it
and ask Mikaila to bring it to the Clerk.

Interjections.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Rick Nicholls): Before we
continue with further petitions, 1 would just ask the
House again to reflect some courtesy and respect to those
who are stating the petitions. They are very important
and | would like to be able to hear them. I’m sure others
would as well.

FRENCH-LANGUAGE EDUCATION

Mr. Arthur Potts: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This is,
in fact, a very important petition, and I’m glad you got
the House’s attention for it. This is for an east Toronto
French secondary school.

“To the Legislative Assembly of Ontario:

“Whereas section 23 of the Canadian Charter of
Rights and Freedoms guarantees access to publicly
funded French-language education; and

“Whereas there are more than 1,000 children attending
French elementary schools in east Toronto (Beaches—
East York and Toronto-Danforth) and those numbers
continue to grow; and

“Whereas there is no French secondary school (grades
7-12) yet in east Toronto, requiring students wishing to
continue their studies in French school boards to travel
two hours every day to attend the closest French
secondary school, while several English schools in east
Toronto sit half-empty since there are no requirements or
incentives for school boards to release underutilized
schools to other boards in need; and

“Whereas it is well documented that children leave the
French-language system for the English-language system
between grades 7 and 9 due to the inaccessibility of
French-language secondary schools, and that it is also
well established that being educated in French at the
elementary level is not sufficient to solidify French-
language skills for life; and

“Whereas the Ontario government acknowledged in
February 2007 that there is an important shortage of
French-language schools in all of Toronto and even

provided funds to open some secondary schools, and yet,
not a single French secondary school has opened in east
Toronto; and

“Whereas the commissioner of French-language ser-
vices stated in a report in June 2011 that ‘... time is
running out to address the serious shortage of at least one
new French-language school at the secondary level in the
eastern part of the city of Toronto’; and

“Whereas the Ministry of Education has confirmed
that we all benefit when school board properties are used
effectively in support of publicly funded education and
that the various components of our education system
should be aligned to serve the needs of students; and

“Whereas parents and students from both French
Catholic and French public elementary schools in east
Toronto are prepared to find common ground across all
language school systems to secure space for a French-
language secondary school in east Toronto;

“We, the undersigned, petition the Legislative Assem-
bly of Ontario as follows:

“That the Minister of Education assist one or both
French school boards in locating a suitable underutilized
school building in east Toronto that may be sold or
shared for the purpose of opening a French secondary
school ... in the community by September 2015, so that
French students have a secondary school close to where
they live.”

I agree with the petition. | sign my name and leave it
with—

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Rick Nicholls): I thank the
member from Beaches—East York. Just a reminder: You
can shorten those petitions if you care to do so.

AIR QUALITY

Mr. Steve Clark: | have a petition to the Legislative
Assembly of Ontario that reads as follows:

“Whereas Ontario’s Drive Clean Program was imple-
mented only as a temporary measure to reduce high
levels of vehicle emissions and smog; and

“Whereas vehicle emissions have declined so signifi-
cantly from 1998 to 2010 that they are no longer among
the major domestic contributors of smog in Ontario; and

“Whereas the overwhelming majority of reductions in
vehicle emissions is the result of factors other than Drive
Clean, such as tighter manufacturing standards for
emission-control technologies; and

“Whereas the environment minister has ignored
advances in technology and introduced a new, computer-
ized emissions test that is less reliable and prone to error;
and

“Whereas the new Drive Clean test has caused the
failure rate to double in less than two months as a result
of technical problems with the new emissions testing
method; and

“Whereas this new emissions test has caused numer-
ous false “fails,” which have resulted in the overcharging
of testing fees for Ontario drivers and car dealerships,
thereby causing unwarranted economic hardship and
stress;
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“Therefore we, the undersigned, petition the Legisla-
tive Assembly as follows:

“That the Minister of the Environment takes im-
mediate steps to begin phasing out the Drive Clean
program.”

I’m pleased to affix my signature and send it to the
table with page Moiz.

1340

EMPLOYMENT STANDARDS

Ms. Peggy Sattler: I have a petition to the Legislative
Assembly of Ontario.

“Whereas there are an estimated 100,000 to 300,000
unpaid internships in Canada each year; and

“Whereas youth unemployment in Ontario is over
15%:; and

“Whereas the Ontario Ministry of Labour is not
adequately enforcing the laws on unpaid internships;

“We, the undersigned, petition the Legislative
Assembly of Ontario to take the following actions:

“(1) Proactively enforce the law on unpaid internships;

“(2) Engage in an educational campaign to inform
students, youth, employers, educational institutions and
the general public of the laws surrounding unpaid
internships; and

“(3) Undertake a comprehensive review of the current
laws surrounding unpaid internships in Ontario.”

I support this petition totally, affix my signature and
will give it to page Ella to take to the table.

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH

Ms. Indira Naidoo-Harris: |1 have here a petition
addressed to the Legislative Assembly of Ontario:

“Whereas Ontario is home to over 400,000 first-,
second- and third-generation Hispanic Canadians who
originate from the 23 Hispanic countries around the
world; and who have made significant contributions to
the growth and vibrancy of the province of Ontario;

“Whereas October is a month of great significance for
the Hispanic community worldwide; and allows an
opportunity to remember, celebrate and educate future
generations about the outstanding achievements of
Hispanic peoples to our province’s social, economic and
multicultural fabric;

“We, the undersigned, call upon members of the
Legislative Assembly of Ontario to support proclaiming
October of each year as Hispanic Heritage Month and
support Bill 28 by MPP Cristina Martins from the riding
of Davenport.”

I’m very happy to support this petition, Speaker. I’'m
going to fix my name to it and hand it to page Jenny.

TAXATION

Mr. Bill Walker: “To the Legislative Assembly of
Ontario:

“Whereas the Liberal government has proposed a
148% increase in the province’s aviation fuel tax over the
next four years; and

“Whereas the tax increase will mean the average
family can pay an estimated extra $50 to $200 for the
flight on top of their tickets; and

“Whereas the massive tax increase: (1) punishes
consumers and communities; (2) makes Ontario a less
attractive destination to invest and expand into; and (3)
compounds an already large competitiveness gap with
neighbouring US airports; and

“Whereas the flight tax increase flies in the face of a
Liberal election promise of no tax increases on the
middle class; and

“Whereas the proposed tax increase will drive away
over 400,000 air travellers out of Ontario when three
million Ontarians are already crossing the border
annually to fly from US airports; and

“Whereas this tax increase will impact many
industries across Ontario including manufacturers, freight
and tourism including hotels, restaurants, travel agents
and tour operators, among others who support the
tourism industry; and

“Whereas British Columbia, New Brunswick, Alberta,
Quebec and Saskatchewan have eliminated international
flight fuel taxes, while Ontario’s rate is set to become one
of the highest fuel taxes in the world; and

“Whereas Dr. Fred Lazar of the Schulich School of
Business indicates in his study that this tax increase will
cost the province up to 2,907 full-time jobs and decrease
provincial GDP by up to $97 million annually;

“We, the undersigned, petition the Legislative
Assembly of Ontario as follows:

“Ground the flight tax increases pending meaningful
consultation and a full study of their adverse economic
impacts before it’s too late to reverse the damage to
Ontario’s economy.”

| support this petition, will sign my name and send it
with Kate, the page.

OFF-ROAD VEHICLES

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Ted Arnott): Further
petitions? The member from Algoma—Manitoulin.

Mr. Michael Mantha: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. That
was one of the nicest introductions I’ve heard, so keep it
up.

“To the Legislative Assembly of Ontario:

“Whereas a motion was introduced at the Legislative
Assembly of Ontario which reads ‘that in the opinion of
the House, the operation of off-road vehicles on high-
ways under regulation 316/03 be changed to include side-
by-side off-road vehicles, four-seat side-by-side vehicles,
and two-up vehicles in order for them to be driven on
highways under the same conditions as other off-road/all-
terrain vehicles’;

“Whereas this motion was passed on November 7,
2013, to amend the Highway Traffic Act 316/03;
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“Whereas the economic benefits will have positive
impacts on ATV clubs, ATV manufacturers, dealers and
rental shops, and will boost revenues to communities
promoting this outdoor activity;

“We, the undersigned, petition the Legislative Assem-
bly of Ontario as follows:

“We call on the Ministry of Transportation to imple-
ment this regulation immediately.”

I wholeheartedly agree with this petition, affix my
signature and present it to page Moiz to bring down to
the table to the Clerks.

LEGAL AID

Mr. Bob Delaney: | have a petition addressed to the
Ontario Legislative Assembly regarding population-
based legal services funding. It’s signed by a lot of
people, mostly from Mississauga, and it reads as follows:

“Whereas Mississauga Community Legal Services
provides free legal services to legal aid clients within a
community of nearly 800,000 population; and

“Whereas legal services in communities like Toronto
and Hamilton serve, per capita, fewer people living in
poverty, are better staffed and better funded; and

“Whereas Mississauga and Brampton have made
progress in having Ontario provide funding for human
and social services on a fair and equitable, population-
based model;

“We, the undersigned, petition the Legislative Assem-
bly of Ontario as follows:

“That the Ministry of the Attorney General revise the
current distribution of new and existing funding in the
Ontario budget and adopt a population-based model,
factoring in population growth rates to ensure Ontario
funds are allocated in an efficient, fair and effective
manner.”

I’m pleased to sign and support this petition and to
send it down with page Nicole.

AIR QUALITY

Mr. Steve Clark: | have a petition to the Legislative
Assembly of Ontario.

“Whereas collecting and restoring old vehicles
honours Ontario’s automotive heritage while contributing
to the economy through the purchase of goods and ser-
vices, tourism, and support for special events; and

“Whereas the stringent application of emissions regu-
lations for older cars equipped with newer engines can
result in fines and additional expenses that discourage car
collectors and restorers from pursuing their hobby; and

“Whereas newer engines installed by hobbyists in
vehicles over 20 years old provide cleaner emissions than
the original equipment; and

“Whereas car collectors typically use their vehicles
only on an occasional basis, during four to five months of
the year;

“Therefore, be it resolved that the Ontario Legislature
support Ontarians who collect and restore old vehicles by

amending the appropriate laws and regulations to ensure
vehicles over 20 years old are exempt from Drive Clean
testing shall also be exempt from additional emissions
requirements enforced by the Ministry of the Environ-
ment and governing the installation of newer engines into
old cars and trucks.”

I’m pleased to affix my signature and support this
petition and send it to the table with page Joshua.

MISSING PERSONS

Ms. Catherine Fife: “To the Legislative Assembly of
Ontario:

“Whereas Ontario does not have missing persons
legislation; and

“Whereas police are not able to conduct a thorough
investigation upon receipt of a missing person report
where criminal activity is not considered the cause; and

“Whereas this impedes investigators in determining
the status and possibly the location of missing persons;
and

“Whereas this legislation exists and is effective in
other provinces; and

“Whereas negotiating rights to safety that do not vio-
late rights to privacy has been a challenge in establishing
missing persons law;

“We, the undersigned, petition the Legislative Assem-
bly of Ontario as follows:

“We ask that the Attorney General’s office work with
the office of the privacy commissioner to implement
missing persons legislation that grants investigators the
opportunity to apply for permissions to access informa-
tion that will assist in determining the safety or where-
abouts of missing persons for whom criminal activity is
not considered the cause.”

It is my pleasure to affix my signature and give this to
page Vida.

CREDIT UNIONS

Mrs. Kathryn McGarry: “To the Legislative Assem-
bly of Ontario:

“Whereas Credit Unions of Ontario support our 1.3
million members across Ontario through loans to small
businesses to start up, grow and create jobs, help families
to buy homes and assist their communities with charit-
able investments and volunteering; and

“Whereas Credit Unions of Ontario want a level
playing field so they can provide the same service to our
members as other financial institutions and promote
economic growth without relying on taxpayers’ resour-
ces;

“We, the undersigned, petition the Legislative Assem-
bly of Ontario as follows:

“Support the strength and growth of credit unions to
support the strength and growth of Ontario’s economy
and create jobs in three ways:

“—maintain current credit union provincial tax rates;



8 DECEMBRE 2014

ASSEMBLEE LEGISLATIVE DE L’ONTARIO 1853

“—show confidence in Ontario credit unions by
increasing credit union-funded deposit insurance limits to
a minimum of $250,000;

“—allow credit unions to diversify by allowing On-
tario credit unions to own 100% of subsidiaries.”

| agree with this petition, attach my name to it and
give it to Mikaila to bring down to the desk.
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ORDERS OF THE DAY

PUBLIC SECTOR
AND MPP ACCOUNTABILITY
AND TRANSPARENCY ACT, 2014

LOI DE 2014 SUR
LA RESPONSABILISATION
ET LA TRANSPARENCE
DU SECTEUR PUBLIC
ET DES DEPUTES

Ms. Matthews moved third reading of the following
bill:

Bill 8, An Act to promote public sector and MPP
accountability and transparency by enacting the Broader
Public Sector Executive Compensation Act, 2014 and
amending various Acts/ Projet de loi 8, Loi visant a
promouvoir la responsabilisation et la transparence du
secteur public et des députés par I’édiction de la Loi de
2014 sur la rémunération des cadres du secteur
parapublic et la modification de diverses lois.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Rick Nicholls): I'm
pleased to recognize the Deputy Premier and President of
the Treasury Board to lead off.

Hon. Deborah Matthews: Speaker, | rise in the
House today to begin third reading debate on the pro-
posed Public Sector and MPP Accountability and
Transparency Act, 2014.

I do want to take a moment and acknowledge and
thank my parliamentary assistant, who, by the way, is
celebrating his birthday today: Yvan Baker, the member
from Etobicoke Centre. | thank the member for his
leadership during committee. | also want to thank all
members of the Standing Committee on General Govern-
ment for their very hard work on this bill.

There were many people who worked to bring this bill
forward. | want to give a special shout-out to Olivia Nero
in my office, who has nurtured this bill along. She’s done
an outstanding job with the whole team in the public
service and in my office as well.

I’m very proud of Bill 8, and I’m even more proud of
our democratic system. We heard hours of debate by
members from all parties, and at committee we heard
from people and organizations from all walks of life
across Ontario. Very good points were raised. That’s why
our government has responded by introducing amend-
ments that would clarify the provincial Ombudsman’s
role regarding municipalities to reduce overlap and

duplication. It would modernize lobbyist registration by
requiring individuals who spend 50 hours or more lobby-
ing government to register with the Integrity Commis-
sioner as lobbyist registrar and would expand the list of
persons who may make complaints to the patient om-
budsman. The committee also accepted a number of
amendments from opposition parties that would strength-
en the proposed bill even further.

While there were different views and perspectives, one
thing is clear: All members of the House see the import-
ance of and need for accountability and transparency
measures.

Our proposed bill is broad in scope, touching upon
school boards, universities, municipalities, the health care
sector, government agencies and even elected members
of the Legislative Assembly itself. We are committed to
being the most open and transparent government in
Canada.

This is a signature piece of legislation, a foundational
piece of legislation upon which we will build Ontario up
by growing the economy, creating jobs, balancing the
budget and looking after every tax dollar. The account-
ability bill is an important step in our plan to transform
government so that we can not only meet our fiscal
targets but, more importantly, do government differently,
do government better.

The people of Ontario have a right to know how their
dollars are being spent, and that includes executive
compensation. This legislation would, if passed, author-
ize the government to control the compensation of execu-
tives in the broader public sector and to take action to
ensure compliance.

This government has the right plan for executive
compensation. The provisions in this bill would give the
government the right to access all compensation-related
information so that we can set up compensation frame-
works, including sector-specific hard caps. If the pro-
posed legislation is passed, the government would take a
strong and fair approach to developing compensation
frameworks that would provide consistency and clarity.
That’s why we would consult with each sector as the
proposed frameworks were being developed. We want to
ensure that sector-specific considerations are built in.

The proposed bill, if passed, would also include en-
forcement and compliance measures, and our government
would have the ability to audit any of these organizations
to ensure that they are in compliance with these frame-
works.

The proposed legislation, if passed, would apply to
hospitals, community care access corporations, school
boards, universities, colleges and hydro organizations.
During committee, the government introduced an amend-
ment that would add 64 other broader public sector
organizations, such as Ornge, LHINs, eHealth, Metro-
linx, OLG and LCBO. The government also brought
forward amendments to ensure that existing executives
are fully subject to all elements of an applicable compen-
sation framework upon expiry of a three-year transition
period. We know that every dollar counts, and all of our
partners have a role to play.
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The Ombudsman of Ontario plays a key role in
promoting high standards and helping to address issues in
the delivery of services. That’s why the proposed
changes to the Ombudsman Act would expand the role of
the Ontario Ombudsman to municipalities, school boards
and universities.

Our government respects municipalities and the work
of municipal councillors. Municipalities would still have
the authority to appoint their own ombudsmen and
integrity officers. Our proposed approach would enable
the Ontario Ombudsman to step in only after local pro-
cesses have been completed. At the same time, the On-
tario Ombudsman, as he now can for provincial matters,
would be able to investigate municipal matters on his
own initiative.

Our government has heard the concerns about overlap
and duplication, and we have responded. During commit-
tee, the government introduced an amendment to exempt
complaints within the jurisdiction of the Toronto om-
budsman from the Ontario Ombudsman’s jurisdiction.
This recognizes that Toronto has an established account-
ability framework and is the only municipality in Ontario
required by law to have an ombudsman. The Ontario
Ombudsman could still include Toronto, along with any
other municipality, in a systemic, broad-ranging investi-
gation.

Municipalities would continue to have the authority to
appoint their own closed-meeting investigators, and the
Ontario Ombudsman would not be able to investigate a
closed-meeting complaint if a local meeting investigator
is appointed. Our proposed legislative changes are about
making sure that every Ontarian in every municipality
has access to an ombudsman.

The bill would, if passed, provide the Ontario Om-
budsman with the authority to investigate school boards
and universities. Our educational institutions play a
critical role in our province and for our economy, and we
value their contributions immensely. If our bill is passed,
the Ombudsman would be required to respect the princi-
ples of academic freedom when conducting investiga-
tions. The proposed approach would enable the Ontario
Ombudsman to investigate only after all internal school
board or university processes have been completed. This
would minimize any possibility of overlap or duplication.

The bill, if passed, would also improve support for
patients in Ontario, in our continuing efforts to promote
patient-centred care. The proposed legislation would, if
passed, amend the Excellent Care for All Act to establish
a patient ombudsman to receive, and work to resolve,
complaints from patients and former patients of hospitals,
long-term-care  homes and community care access
corporations. The patient ombudsman’s powers and re-
sponsibilities are closely based on those of the provincial
Ombudsman, but would be tailored to the health care
system. Our government believes that a sector-specific
approach is the right approach when it comes to the
oversight of health care.

During committee, our government introduced an
amendment that would add caregivers to the list of

persons who would be able to make complaints to the
patient ombudsman. The government also brought for-
ward an amendment specifying that the patient ombuds-
man would hold office for a term of five years and may
be reappointed for one further term of five years. This
would further enhance the patient ombudsman’s in-
dependence and provide the appointee with security of
tenure. These proposed changes would build on our
efforts to improve the patient experience and the quality
of health care in Ontario.

In addition, Bill 8, if passed, would allow the govern-
ment to move forward on our continued commitment to
restore public confidence in Ontario’s air ambulance
service. This bill, if passed, would protect whistle-
blowers, while allowing the government to take control
in extraordinary circumstances. These changes would
allow the government to appoint special investigators
when it is in the public interest to do so. It would allow
the government to appoint members to Ornge’s board of
directors, amend provisions of their performance agree-
ment with a service provider at any time, by regulation,
and provide protection for staff who disclose information
to the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care.

This legislation would, if passed, build on steps
already taken to improve accountability, patient safety,
response times and air safety at Ornge.
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When it comes to oversight, there is perhaps no
greater issue than those relating to Ontario’s young
people, particularly children in the child protection
system. That’s why we are proposing to expand the
mandate of the Provincial Advocate for Children and
Youth. The proposed amendments would give the advo-
cate investigative powers for matters related to the ser-
vices provided by children’s aid societies and certain